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 ?tĞƌĞ,ĂǀŝŶŐĂsĞƌǇŶũŽǇĂďůĞ'ĂŵĞ ?: Britain, Sport and the South African War, 1899-1902 
In January 1902, a heated debate erupted in the letters columns of The Times on the back of the 
ƉĂƉĞƌ ?ƐƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶŽĨZƵĚǇĂƌĚ<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ?ƐƉŽĞŵThe Islanders.1 KipliŶŐ ?ƐĐƵƚƚŝŶŐĐƌŝƚŝĐŝƐŵƚŚĂƚĂ
ŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůƉƌĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƚŝŽŶǁŝƚŚ ‘ŵƵĚĚŝĞĚŽĂĨƐ ?ĂŶĚ ‘ĨůĂŶŶĞůůĞĚĨŽŽůƐ ?ŚĂĚĚĞƚƌĂĐƚĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů
prosecution of the war against the Boers touched a nerve with dŚĞdŝŵĞƐ ? largely privileged middle-
class readership, many of whom, undoubtedly, retained a deep affection for the sports teams of 
their schooldays.2 The impact of this poetic assault on sport, however, went beyond the confines of 
a narrow stratum of former public schoolboys. An editorial in the leading French newspaper, Le 
Temps, quoted at length in The Times, linked dŚĞ/ƐůĂŶĚĞƌƐ ? condemnation of organised team games 
with a wider socio-economic revolution that Britain was experiencing: 
 Qbetween the ideals of sport and the barracks there is an utter antagonism. The England of 
Liberalism, of trade unions, of peace, and of commercial activity demanded the former. The 
new Imperialism, with its dreams of conquests, its love of military glory, its scorn of the 
constitutional law, demands the second. The Temps fancies it has discovered that while the 
partisans of sport are in general robust and healthy men who are or have been sportsmen 
themselves, the neo-Imperialists school is composed of literary men with excitable nerves 
and morbid temperaments...the fact that the artists and men of letters have taken this idea 
up is, thinks the Temps, a most significant sign of the times, for the practical campaign to 
alter the whole basis of military organisation in England is a parallel movement, which, if 
carried out will, in the opinion of this journal, make a revolution in England involving the 





the central role sport played in late Victorian society. From the 1870s onwards the codification of 
games resulted in the development of a truly national sporting life and gave rise to an all-pervading 
cult of athleticism.4 &ŽƌƚŚĞĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐŵŝĚĚůĞĐůĂƐƐĞƐĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƐƉŽƌƚǁĂƐ ?ŝŶ: ? ?DĂŶŐĂŶ ?ƐƉŚƌĂƐĞ ?
elĞǀĂƚĞĚ ‘ƚŽƚŚĞƐƚĂƚƵƐŽĨŵŽƌĂůĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĞ ? ?5 Educated in the burgeoning public school system where 
athletic endeavour was regarded as more important than intellectual achievement, Victorian polite 
society valued character above all else.6 And sport was regarded as the major medium for 
developing character. Courage, discipline, teamwork and, that ill-defined yet catch-all term, 
manliness were all thought to be cultivated through regular and intensive participation in games.7  
 
The veneration of sport, however, was not restricted to the civilian world. As J. D. Campbell revealed 
in his pioneering study on sport and the army, the military indulged in games to an almost fanatical 
degree. With the establishment of the Army Gymnastics Staff in 1860, organised sport quickly 
assumed a central position in the professional and social lives of officers and men.8 Athletic 
endeavour, it was felt, not only improved physical fitness but also helped to build regimental esprit 
de corps by offering a rare chance for men and officers to mix. In addition, it could be important for 
career progression. dŚĞ^ŽůĚŝĞƌ ?ƐWŽĐŬĞƚ-Book for Field Service, published in 1869 and authored by 
Garnet Wolseley, the future commander-in-chief of the British Army during the South African War, 
made aďƵŶĚĂŶƚůǇĐůĞĂƌŚŽǁƚŚĞĂŵďŝƚŝŽƵƐŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƐŚŽƵůĚĞǆƉĞŶĚŚŝƐĞŶĞƌŐǇ P ‘ĞŝŶŐĂŐŽŽĚ
sportsman, a good cricketer, good at rackets or any other manly game, is no mean recommendation 
for staff employment. Such a man, without book lore, is preferable to the most deeply-read one of 
ůĞƚŚĂƌŐŝĐŚĂďŝƚƐ ? ?9 ǇƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨsŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ ?ƐƌĞŝŐŶƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ ?ƐĂĚŚĞƌĞŶĐĞƚŽ ?ĂŶĚƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĨŽƌ ?ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚ
sport had become all-consuming. Campbell notes that the average officer spent more time on sport 
than any other single pursuit including military duties; even students attending Staff College had 
their time filled up with a never ending diet of physical activity and team games.10 This sporting 
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focus was reinforced by the flood of volunteers who swelled the ranks of the British army in the 
aftermath of three early reverses against the Boers at Stormberg, Magersfontein and Colenso in 
December 1899. A significant proportion of these new recruits came from the middle classes, the 
very stratum of society at the forefront of the cult of athleticism, and they brought to the barrack 
room and parade ground a civilian fervour for games.11 The coalescing of the civilian and military 
ǁŽƌůĚ ?ƐĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚ ?ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ ?ƚŚƌĞǁŝŶƚŽŚŝŐŚƌĞůŝĞĨƚŚĞŽŶ-going conflict between the 
amateur and professional sporting ideal. For the army, this had implications that went far beyond 
the boundaries of the cricket square or the rugby pitch. If the officer corps adhered to the 
gentleman-ĂŵĂƚĞƵƌ ?ƐĐƌĞĞĚŽĨǀĂůƵŝŶŐƐƉŽƌƚĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚ ?ƐƐĂŬĞƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶƚŚĞǁŝŶŶŝŶŐƚŚĞŶ it raised 
questions about the efficacy of the amateur-military tradition as a whole and the attitude towards 
war that it engendered.12       
   
^ƉŽƌƚĂůƐŽůĂǇĂƚƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚŽĨůĂƚĞsŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?ƐĂƚƚĂĐŚŵĞŶƚƚŽŵƉŝƌĞ ?EŽƚǁŝƚŚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞ
economic imperatives that underpinned neo-ŝŵƉĞƌŝĂůŝƐŵ ?ƌŝƚĂŝŶ ?ƐŝŵƉĞƌŝĂůĚƌŝǀĞǁĂƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚƚŽ
the public as a moral crusade, a force for good in which salvation for indigenous populations lay in 
their assimilation of British values. Central to this cultural transmission was sport. The Daily 
Telegraph was commenting on more than just a national predilection for bat and ball when, in an 
editorial of September 1888, it proudly declared that: 
Wherever we go, whatever land we conquer, we found the great national instinct of playing 
games. Plant a dozen Englishmen anywhere  W on an island, in a backwoods clearing or in the 
Indian hills  W and in a wonderfully short time...the level sward is turned into a cricket field in 
summer and a football arena in winter.13 
For the readers of the Telegraph, and indeed for the wider public, cricket and rugby were 
distinctively British and encapsulated many of the qualities that made up their imagined national 
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ŝĚĞŶƚŝƚǇ ?dŚƵƐ ?ƚŚĞĐŽůŽŶŝĂůŝƐƚ ?ƐĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞƉƌŽƉĂŐĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƐĞŐĂŵĞƐĐŽƵůd serve as 
shorthand for the civilising mission at the heart of British imperial expansion. Cricket in particular 
was thought to symbolise all that was good about Anglo-Saxon culture.14 Although the cricketing 
authorities had displayed scant interest in the ĐŽůŽŶŝĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇŽĨsŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ ?ƐƌĞŝŐŶ ?ƚŚĞĂƌƌŝǀĂů
ŝŶƚŚĞ ? ? ? ?ƐŽĨ>ŽƌĚƐ,ĂƌƌŝƐĂŶĚ,ĂǁŬĞĂƐƚŚĞĐŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐǀŽŝĐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞD ?ƚŚĞƐƉŽƌƚ ?ƐŐŽǀĞƌŶŝŶŐ
body, saw the game assume its imperial duty with the fervour of the convert.15 For Harris, cricket 
ǁĂƐ ‘ŶŽƚŽŶůǇĂŐĂŵĞ ?ďƵƚĂƐĐŚŽŽůŽĨƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚƐŽĐŝĂůŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ ? ?16  Cricket, it was assumed, 
fostered discipline, self-abnegation, a sense of fair play and team-work; all the essential attributes 
that went to make up what, in late nineteenth century ƌŝƚĂŝŶ ?ǁĂƐƚĞƌŵĞĚ ‘ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ ? ?ŶĚ ?ĂƐ: ? ?
DĂŶŐĂŶŚĂƐŶŽƚĞĚ ? ‘>ĂƚĞsŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŵƉŝƌĞprimarily (italics in the 
original)because of the close association that it came to have with the inculcation, demonstration 
and transmission of ǀĂůƵĞĚ ‘ŶŐůŽ-^ĂǆŽŶ ?ƋƵĂůŝƚŝĞƐĞŵďŽĚŝĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŶĐĞƉƚŽĨ ‘ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ ? ? ?17  As 
every late Victorian schoolboy versed in the poetry of Sir Henry Newbolt knew only too well, at the 
forefront of this devotion to character were the cricketing alumni of the English public schools. It 
was taken for granted that these imperial warriors and sportsmen would, without hesitation, 
ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐŽŶƐƚŚĞǇŚĂĚůĞĂƌŶĞĚĨĂĐŝŶŐ ‘ĂďƵŵƉŝŶŐƉŝƚĐŚĂŶĚĂďůŝŶĚŝŶŐůŝŐŚƚ ?ƚŽƚŚĞƉĞƌŝůƐŽĨ
ƌĂůůǇŝŶŐ ‘ƚŚĞǁƌĞĐŬŽĨĂƐƋƵĂƌĞƚŚĂƚďƌŽŬĞ ? ?18 
 
By the time of the South African War then, the nexus between sport, the military and the imperial 
mission was firmly embedded in the popular consciousness of late Victorian society. The conflict, 
however, proved to be more protracted and more costly, in both financial and human terms, than 
anyone anticipated.19 ^ŝƌZĞĚǀĞƌƐƵůůĞƌ ?ƐĞĂƌůǇƌĞǀĞƌƐĞƐĐƵůŵŝŶĂƚŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐŽĨůĂĐŬtĞĞŬŝŶ
December 1899, the Boer bitterenders ?ƐƚƵďďŽƌŶƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞůĞŶgthy guerrilla endgame of 
1901-2 and RobĞƌƚƐ ?ĂŶĚ<ŝƚĐŚĞŶĞƌ ?ƐĨŝĞƌĐĞĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ-insurgency measures, including the 
establishment of concentration camps, all triggered a period of intensive national soul-searching.20 
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Although there is a rich academic literature on the impact this public introspection had on the army, 
in much of this work the role of sport has been overlooked.21 Thus, Spencer Jones has focused on 
tactical development in the wake of the war, Stephen Badsey on doctrinal reform in the cavalry and 
Tim Bowman and Mark Connelly on structural changes in manpower and training. 22On the rare 
occasion when sport has warranted a mention it has usually been in terms of its function as a 
recruitment tool.23A notable exception to this marginalising of sport, however, came in J. D. 
ĂŵƉďĞůů ?ƐĂƌƚŝĐůĞ ‘dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚŝƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌ ?ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞInternational Journal of the 
History of Sport in December 2000. A retired US army officer, Campbell was the first scholar to 
undertake a serious study of the development of organised sport and physical training in the British 
army between the outbreak of the Crimean War and the Armistice of 1918. Arguing that the 
professionalization of the military that occurred in this period was as much a result of internal 
doctrinal and institutional transformations as it was of externally imposed political reforms, 
ĂŵƉďĞůůĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚƚŚĂƚ ? ‘ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨĚĞƚƌĂĐƚŝŶŐĨƌŽŵŝƚƐĐŽŵƉĞƚĞŶĐĞ ?ƚŚĞƌŵǇ ?ƐƐƉŽƌƚĂŶĚƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů
ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐǁĞƌĞƐŽŵĞŽĨŝƚƐŵĂũŽƌĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌƐ ? ?24 In diametric opposition, Anthony 
Bateman, in a detailed study of the cultural significance of cricket in nineteenth and early twentieth 
century Britain, maintained that the notion that sport had ever served as an ideal training ground for 
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁĂƐĨŝŶĂůůǇĞǆƉŽƐĞĚĂƐĂ ‘ďŝƚƚĞƌĨŝĐƚŝŽŶ ?ďǇƚŚĞ ‘ĐĂƌŶĂŐĞ ?ŽĨƚŚĞ&ŝƌƐƚtŽƌůĚtĂƌ ?25 In 
this he is supported by Wray Vamplew who has presented a compelling counter-blast to the 
orthodoxy that public school athleticism contributed meaningfully to the British war effort between 
1914 and 1918.26 A rather less definitive conclusion has been arrived at by Tony Mason and Eliza 
Riedi, in their wide-ƌĂŶŐŝŶŐĞǆĂŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ ?ƐŝŶǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶƚǁŝƚŚƐƉŽƌƚ.  Prepared to 
ĐŽŶĐĞĚĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ ?ƐĨŝǆĂƚŝŽŶǁŝƚŚŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚŐĂŵĞƐŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚŐĞŶĞƌĂůůĞǀĞůƐŽĨƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůĨitness 
and helped build regimental esprit de corps, they felt the evidence was less clear-cut when it came 
to evaluating the professional benefits, in the age of a new technological warfare, of so much time 
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spent with bat and ball. What was certain though, according to Mason and Riedi, was that the war 
against the Boers first brought the whole issue of army sport to the forefront of public discourse.27   
 
dŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂŶtĂƌĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ ?ƐŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƚŝŽŶĂƐŶŽƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐĐŽŶĨůŝĐƚŚĂĚĚŽŶĞ ?ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ
the war correspondent had been a fixture of campaigning since the 1850s, the quantity and variety 
of news items and images emanating from the battlefields of South Africa gives truth to Stephen 
ĂĚƐĞǇ ?ƐĐůĂŝŵƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐǁĂƐƚŚĞ ‘ĨŝƌƐƚŵĞĚŝĂǁĂƌ ? ?28 Improved literacy levels on the back of the 
Education Acts of 1870, 1876 and 1880, lower production costs stemming from the abolition of 
Stamp Duty in 1855 and Excise Duty on paper in 1861, and the introduction of new print 
technologies all resulted in a new mass newspaper readership by the end of the nineteenth century. 
The rush of volunteers to the colours in late 1899 and early 1900, which gave the army, albeit for a 
ǀĞƌǇƐŚŽƌƚƚŝŵĞ ?ĂĚĞŵŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞĂŬŝŶƚŽŝƚƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĨƵĞůůĞĚƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ ?Ɛ
impatience for information from the frontline. Coeval with this all-consuming appetite for war 
stories was a growing demand for sports reporting. In 1861 there were less than a dozen dedicated 
sporting journals, by 1881 there were over thirty and by 1901 there were one hundred and fifty-
eight.29  Perhaps more significantly, by the outbreak of the South African War the non-specialist 
press was giving extensive coverage to sport. Fourteen per cent of the total space of the News of the 
World, one of the best selling weeklies catering for the newly literate working-classes, was being 
devoted to sport by 1900.30 Even an establishment institution like The Times was prepared to bend 
ƚŽƚŚŝƐƚƌĞŶĚĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐŝŶŐƚŚĂƚƐƉŽƌƚŚĂĚďĞĐŽŵĞ ‘ĂƉŽƐŝƚŝǀĞƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ ?ƚŚĂŶŬƐƚŽƚŚĞƉƵblicity given 
ďǇƚŚĞƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐƉƌĞƐƐ ? ?31    
 
This thriving press interest in organised games served to disseminate the cult of athleticism 
throughout late Victorian society and created an imagined community in which sporting values and 
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characteristics were employed to give meaning and order to the outside world. Glenn Wilkinson has 
shown, in his study of the depiction of military force in Edwardian newspapers, that imagery 
focusing on sport and physical well-being was frequently used to portray warfare as both beneficial 
and desirable. In this reading, even the early reverses against the Boers could be given a positive 
spin. Just as the sportsman might occasionally need reminding about the deleterious effects of long 
periods of inactivity, so Black Week had, the readers of >ůŽǇĚ ?ƐtĞĞŬůǇEĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ were told, 
provided the country with ĂƐĂůƵƚĂƌǇůĞƐƐŽŶďǇĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ ‘ŐƌĞĂƚŚĞĂƌƚ ?ŽĨƚŚĞŵƉŝƌĞ
ŚĂĚďĞĞŶƐƵĨĨĞƌŝŶŐ ‘ĨƌŽŵĨĂƚƚǇĚĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶ ? ?32  Further evidence of the role of sport as an essential 
frame of reference for society at the turn of the twentieth century, and of the importance of the 
press in developing this phenomenon, can be found in the language exchange between the sporting 
and military worlds that became an increasing feature of popular journalism of the period. According 
to Dean Allen, the first manifestations of this transmission of sporting jargon to military reporting, 
and vice versa, appeared during the South African War.33 This article, therefore, marks the start of a 
process to explore more closely this relationship between sport and war during the conflict with the 
ŽĞƌƐ ?hƚŝůŝƐŝŶŐ'ůĞŶŶtŝůŬŝŶƐŽŶ ?ƐŵĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐǇ ?ƚŚĞƐƚƵĚǇǁŝůůĨŽĐƵƐ ?ŶŽƚŽŶƚŚĞĨŝŶĞƌƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂů
debates of the pro-Boer and jingo press, but rather on how the idea of military life and death on the 
veldt was conveyed to the reading public.34 It was, of course, first and foremost the war reporting of 
ƉŽƉƵůĂƌŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐƚŚĂƚƐŚĂƉĞĚƚŚĞĚŽŵĞƐƚŝĐƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ ?ƐǀŝƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĨŝŐŚƚŝŶŐŝŶ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂ ?ďƵƚ
so too did the spate of memoirs and works of fiction that were published during or shortly after the 
conflict. Increasing literacy rates and exposure in the new mass press afforded many of these 
authors a wide readership and a popular authority.35  Through an exploration of these literary 
sources it will be possible to shed light on the role sport was perceived to have played in the lives 
and work of military personnel and how far the public school ideology that equated sport and war 




The press regularly made a point of remarking on the continuing sporting activities of the British 
army during the war in South Africa. The Manchester Guardian ŶŽƚĞĚƚŚĂƚ>ŽƌĚZŽďĞƌƚƐ ?ƚƌŽŽƉƐŝŶ
ůŽĞŵĨŽŶƚĞŝŶŝŶƚŚĞƐƉƌŝŶŐŽĨ ? ? ? ?ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ ‘ĚĂŝůǇĐƌŝĐŬĞƚ ĂŶĚĂƚŚůĞƚŝĐĐŽŶƚĞƐƚƐ ?, while at Chieveley 
camp, near the besieged garrison town of Ladysmith, football and cricket filled most of the daylight 
ŚŽƵƌƐ ‘ƵŶůĞƐƐƚŚĞƐƚĞƌŶƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐŽĨǁĂƌŶĞĐĞƐƐŝƚĂƚĞĚĂĐĂůůƚŽĚƵƚǇ ? ?36  On the Modder River, so 
the readers of the Observer ǁĞƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ ?ĂůƵůůŝŶƚŚĞĨŝŐŚƚŝŶŐĂůůŽǁĞĚ>ŽƌĚDĞƚŚƵĞŶ ?ƐŵĞŶƚŽ
ĞŶŐĂŐĞŝŶďŽǆŝŶŐĐŽŶƚĞƐƚƐ ‘ĞǀĞƌǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ ?ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƉƌĞƐ ŶƚĂƚŝŽŶŽĨ ‘ŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞĐƵƉƐĨŽƌƚŚĞǁŝŶŶĞƌƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞŚĞĂǀǇǁĞŝŐŚƚĂŶĚŵŝĚĚůĞǁĞŝŐŚƚĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶƐ ? ?37  dŚĞĂƌŵǇ ?ƐƉĞŶĐŚĂŶƚfor marking public 
holidays with sporting events was a constant feature of war reports in the first year of the conflict. 
The endless round of gymkhanas and inter-regimental football and cricket matches with which Sir 
ZĞĚǀĞƌƐƵůůĞƌ ?ƐƚƌŽŽƉƐĂƚŚŝĞǀĞůĞǇ ?>ŽƌĚDĞƚŚƵĞŶ ?ƐŽŶƚŚĞDŽĚĚĞƌZŝǀĞƌĂŶĚ'ĞŶĞƌĂů'ĂƚĂĐƌĞ ?ƐŝŶ
Sterkstroom greeted Christmas of 1899 was given full coverage in the pages of the daily 
newspapers.38 Indeed, Julian Ralph, special war correspondent with the Daily Mail, rather wearily 
observed in his collected despatches that,  ‘ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚŝŶŐĨĞƐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ ?ƌŝƚŝƐŚŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƐ ?ŐĞƚƵƉĂŶ
uncommon strong interest in a new subject  W ƐƉŽƌƚƐĨŽƌEĞǁzĞĂƌ ?ƐĂǇ ?dŚĂƚ ?/ƚĂŬĞŝƚ ?ŝƐĂƚŽƉŝĐƚŚĂƚ
ŶĞǀĞƌĨĞůůĨůĂƚŝŶĂƌŝƚŝƐŚĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ ? ?39   
 
However, it was the predilection for organised games shown by the besieged garrisons in Kimberley, 
Mafeking and Ladysmith that really captured the attention of the press. The Manchester Guardian 
told its readers that they would be wrong to think that life in Kimberley wĂƐ ‘ĂůůǁŽƌŬĂŶĚŶŽƉůĂǇ ? ?
ůƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƚŚƌĞĞƉĂƌĂĚĞƐĂĚĂǇ ?ƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽ ‘ƚǁŽǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚĐƌŝĐŬĞƚŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ ?ĂƚǁŚŝĐŚ
ŵĂƚĐŚĞƐ ‘ďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚĞĂŵƐƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞŐƵůĂƌƐĂŶĚǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ ?ǁĞƌĞŚĞůĚ ?40 The Times was 
particularly fascinated by the difficulties that Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, the commandant at 
DĂĨĞŬŝŶŐ ?ŚĂĚƚŽŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚŚŝƐ ‘ďŝŐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞŽĨƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐĞǀĞŶƚƐ ? ?ŶĂƌƚŝĐůĞ




ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĞƐ ?ƐƵĐŚĂƐƐƉŽƌƚƐĂŶĚĐƌŝĐŬĞƚ ? ?dŚŝƐ ‘ƵŶĐƚƵŽƵƐĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚ ? ?ƚŚĞĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶƚǁŝƚŚĞƌŝŶŐůǇ
ŶŽƚĞĚ ?ĞĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞůǇƉƌŽƐĐƌŝďĞĚ ‘ĂůůƚŚŽƐĞƉĂƐƚŝŵĞƐďǇǁŚŝĐƚŚĞďĞůĞĂguered garrison could gain some 
ƌĞůŝĞĨĨƌŽŵƚŚĞǁĞĞŬ ?ƐƐŝĞŐĞ ? ?41  Sport was also a feature of the reports coming out of Ladysmith. A 
recently escaped resident detailed for the readers of the Manchester Guardian not only the 
remarkable range of sports available to the besieged troops but also the sang-froid shown by some 
of the participants: 
Every day there is cricket and football and the officers play polo quite regularly, joking if 
Boer shell-fire interferes with the game. On Tuesday there was an athletic meeting of the 
soldiers. There were numerous prizes. The sports included foot-racing as well as the usual 
contests  W jumping, tug-of-war etc. There was quite a large attendance of spectators.42 
 
Far from being viewed as evidence of foolhardiness, the insistence on the part of British soldiers to 
engage in sporting contests, no matter what the risks, was invariably portrayed in a positive light. 
Typical ǁĂƐĂŶŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ ?ǁŚŝĐŚĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚŝŶ, ?t ?tŝůƐŽŶ ?ƐŚƵŐĞůǇƉŽƉƵůĂƌƉĂƌƚ-history, With the 
Flag to Pretoria, of the Gordons determinedly playing football in Ladysmith despite Boer shellfire.43 
^ƵƉƉŽƐĞĚůǇĚƌĂǁŶĨƌŽŵĂƚƌƵĞŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚ ?ƚŚĞƚƌŽŽƉĞƌƐ ?ĐŽŵƉŽƐĞĚĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŝƌŐĂŵĞĐůĞĂƌůǇ
signalled to the reader that these men were made of the right stuff.  Cricket, in particular, had a 
powerful symbolic significance.44  When an account of the Battle of Colenso, which featured in the 
Manchester Guardian, described men from the Durham Light Infantry fielding low velocity Boer 
ƐŚĞůůƐ ‘ůŝŬĞĐƌŝĐŬĞƚďĂůůƐ ? ?ŝƚǁĂƐƚŚĞ moral fibre of the British soldier rather than the shortcomings of 
the enemy artillery that was being stressed.45 A similar line was adopted by the Observer ? ‘^ŽůŝƚƚůĞ
ǁĂƐƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŽĨƚŚĞŽĞƌďŽŵďĂƌĚŵĞŶƚ ?ŽĨ<ŝŵďĞƌůĞǇ ? ? ?ƚŚĞƉĂƉĞƌ ?ƐƌĞĂĚĞƌƐǁĞƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ ? ‘ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ
alarm was not even sounded and business was carried on just the same...the men in the redoubts 
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ǁĞƌĞĂĐƚƵĂůůǇƉůĂǇŝŶŐĐƌŝĐŬĞƚǁŚŝůĞŝƚǁĂƐŐŽŝŶŐŽŶ ? ?46 Most famously, Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, 
the defender of Mafeking, was depicted as the archetypal cricketing hero, although, in an ironic 
twist, it was his refusal to indulge in his passion for the game that excited the interest of the press. In 
a widely reported anecdote, a Boer challenge to a cricket match during one of the regular Sunday 
truces in Mafeking was rejected by Baden-WŽǁĞůůǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĐƵƚƚŝŶŐƌĞďƵŬĞ P ‘:ƵƐƚŶŽǁǁĞĂƌĞŚĂǀŝŶŐ
our innings and have so far scored 200 days not out, against the bowling of Cronje, Snijman [sic], 
ŽƚŚĂĂŶĚůŽĨĨ PĂŶĚǁĞĂƌĞŚĂǀŝŶŐĂǀĞƌǇĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞŐĂŵĞ ? ?47 The newspapers had a field day. The 
Daily Graphic caught the general mood with a cartoon in which Baden-Powell defended his 
 ‘ ‘DĂĨĞŬŝŶŐ ?ǁŝĐŬĞƚǁŝĞůĚŝŶŐĂďĂƚůĂďĞůůĞĚ ‘ƌŝƚŝƐŚWůƵĐŬ ? ?48    
 
For the British public this love of sport was an important cultural signifier. The committed sportsman 
was thought to embody all the qualities, moral as well as physical, required by those destined to see 
through the imperial mission. Even the staunchly anti-war Manchester Guardian could report 
approvingly Baden-WŽǁĞůů ?ƐĂĚǀŝĐĞƚŽĂǇŽƵŶŐĂĚŵŝƌĞƌƚŚĂƚƚŽďĞĂŐŽŽĚƐŽůĚŝĞƌ ? ‘ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚďĞ
ŽďĞĚŝĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞĐĂƉƚĂŝŶŽĨǇŽƵƌĐƌŝĐŬĞƚŽƌĨŽŽƚďĂůůƚĞĂŵ ? ?49 /ŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽŽďĞĚŝĞŶĐĞ ?ƚŚĞ ‘ƋƵĂůŝƚŝĞƐ
ĞŶŐĞŶĚĞƌĞĚďǇƐƉŽƌƚ ? ?ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽƌƚŚƵƌŽŶĂŶŽǇůĞŝŶ ĂƐƉĞĞĐŚĨŽĐƵƐŝŶŐŽŶ ‘ǁŚĂƚĐƌŝĐŬĞƚĞƌƐ had 
ĚŽŶĞŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌ ?ŵĂĚĞĂƚƚŚĞƵƚŚŽƌƐ ?ůƵďŝŶ:ƵŶĞ ? ? ? ? ?ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ? ‘ƐĂŶŝƚǇŽĨũƵĚŐĞŵĞŶƚ ?ŐŽŽĚ
ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂŶĚĞŶĞƌŐǇ ? ?50  For Charles Waldstein, Slade Professor of Fine Art at Cambridge University 
ĂŶĚĂŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨĂƌŽŶĚĞŽƵďĞƌƚŝŶ ?ƐĨŽƵŶĚŝŶŐKůǇŵƉŝĐŽŵŵŝƚtee, the moral discipline that sport 
instilled, a central plank of which was a commitment to fair play, was the key attribute that 
distinguished the Anglo-Saxon sporting warrior from his Continental rivals.51 Responding to criticism 
in the German press about British conduct during the conflict with the Boers, he vigorously defended 
ƚŚĞŶĂƚŝŽŶ ?ƐŝŶƚĞŐƌŝƚǇ and so, by extension, the righteousness of the imperial cause, arguing that: 
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Cricket, football, rowing and hunting etc. have trained the people of this country, from 
childhood upwards, from the yokel to the greatest in the land, in the laws and the spirit of 
fairplay until they have entered in succum et sanguinem of the whole people, and have 
become a general national characteristic.52  
To underline further the sporting probity of the British officer corps, Waldstein recounted the story 
ŽĨĂĨƌŝĞŶĚ ? ‘ĂĚŝƐƚŝŶŐƵŝƐŚĞĚƐĐŚŽůĂƌĂŶĚƉƵďůŝĐƐĞƌǀĂŶƚ ? ?ǁŚŽƌĞĨƵƐĞĚĂĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶǁŚŝůĞƐĞƌǀŝŶŐŝŶ
^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨŚŝƐůĂĐŬŽĨƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ ? ‘ ?zŽƵƐĞĞ ? ? ?tĂůĚƐƚein recalled his friend 
ƐĂǇŝŶŐ ? ‘ ?ŝĨ/ŚĂĚďĞĞŶĂŚƵŶƚŝŶŐŵĂŶ/ƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞŚĞƐŝƚĂƚĞĚ ?ĨŽƌƚŚĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŝŶƚŚĞŚƵŶƚŝŶŐ-
ĨŝĞůĚƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƐƚŚĞƋƵĂůŝƚŝĞƐǁŚŝĐŚ/ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŵŽƐƚŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚŝŶĂŶŽĨĨŝĐĞƌŽĨĂŶǇŐƌĂĚĞ ? ? ?53          
 
In fiction too sport could be ƵƐĞĚĂƐĂŶŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌŽĨĂŵĂŶ ?ƐƚƌƵĞĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ ?KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƐƚƉŽƉƵůĂƌ
ĨŝĐƚŝŽŶĂůĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞůĂƚĞsŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶƉĞƌŝŽĚǁĂƐ ?t ?,ŽƌŶƵŶŐ ?ƐĂŵŽƌĂůŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶƚŚŝĞĨ ?ƚŚƵƌ: ?
Raffles. The reading public was, in equal measure, entertained and scandalised by this new anti-hero 
ǁŚŽƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŚĞĂŶƚŝƚŚĞƐŝƐŽĨŽŶĂŶŽǇůĞ ?Ɛ^ŚĞƌůŽĐŬ,ŽůŵĞƐ ?54 The Spectator, reviewing the first 
ǀŽůƵŵĞŽĨZĂĨĨůĞƐ ?ƐŚŽƌƚƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ ?The Amateur Cracksman, a few months before the outbreak of the 
South African War, reflected this ambivaleŶĐĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƌĂƚŚĞƌƉƌŝŵŽďƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶƚŚĂƚǁŽƌŬǁĂƐ ? ‘Ă
ĨĞĂƚŽĨǀŝƌƚƵŽƐŝƚǇƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶĂƚƌŝďƵƚĞƚŽǀŝƌƚƵĞ ? ?55 Yet, Raffles was also a sportsman. Not only had he 
ďĞĞŶ ‘ƚŚĞĨĂƐƚĞƐƚŵĂŶŝŶƚŚĞĨŝĨƚĞĞŶĂŶĚĂƚŚůĞƚŝĐĐŚĂŵƉŝŽŶ ?ĂƚhƉƉŝŶŐŚĂŵ^ĐŚŽŽůďƵƚŚĞǁĂƐĂůƐŽa 
first-class cricketer, having played for Middlesex and England.56 For Hornung, such a sporting 
pedigree, especially the gift for cricket, implied integrity and hinted at a character underpinned by 
an essential decency. In the final story of the second volume, published two years into the war, this 
ǁĂƐďƌŽƵŐŚƚƚŽƚŚĞĨŽƌĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞĚĞƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚŽĨĐƌŝĐŬĞƚŝŶŐŵĞƚĂƉŚŽƌƐƚŽƐŝŐŶĂůZĂĨĨůĞƐ ?
redemption from a life of crime.57 ŽŵƉĞůůĞĚďǇƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐŝŶƐƚŝŶĐƚƚŽ ‘ĚŽŚŝƐďŝƚ ?ǁŚĞŶŶĞǁƐĂƌƌŝǀĞƐ
that Sir Redvers Buller ŚĂƐďĞĞŶďŽǁůĞĚ ‘ŶĞĐŬ-and-crop, neck-and-ĐƌŽƉ ?ĂƚŽůĞŶƐŽ ?ZĂĨĨůĞƐ
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volunteers and eventually finds himself pinned down by a Boer sniper as he attempts to assist a 
ŐƌĂǀĞůǇǁŽƵŶĚĞĚĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ ?tŝƚŚƚŝŵĞƌƵŶŶŝŶŐŽƵƚ ?ƚŚĞĐƌŝŬĞƚĞƌŝŶŚŝŵƚĂŬĞƐĐŽŶƚƌŽů P ‘ĂŶŽƚŚer 
ŽǀĞƌ ? ? ?ƐĐŽƌŝŶŐ ?ƐƐůŽǁ ? ? ?/ǁŽŶĚĞƌŝĨŚĞ ?ƐƐƉŽƌƚƐŵĂŶĞŶŽƵŐŚƚŽƚĂŬĞĂŚŝŶƚ ?tŝůůŚĞƐŚŽǁŚŝƐĨĂĐĞŝĨ/
ƐŚŽǁŵŝŶĞ ? ?58 dŚĞŝŶĞǀŝƚĂďůĞŚĂƉƉĞŶƐĂŶĚZĂĨĨůĞƐŝƐƐŚŽƚĚĞĂĚ ?,ŽƌŶƵŶŐ ?ƐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞǁĂƐĐůĞĂƌ. In 
seeking a fair fight and, consequently, ĚǇŝŶŐĂƐƉŽƌƚƐŵĂŶ ?s death in battle, Raffles had adhered to 
the public school code of manliness and had thus been deemed to have atoned for his earlier 
misdemeanours.         
 
It was not just in the ranks of the military but also in civilian life that a passion for sport (and, again, 
particularly a passion for cricket) could be used as the acid test of true character. In the spring of 
1900, a concerted attack by some of the more jingoistic elements of the British press on what were 
deemed the disloyal policies of the Afrikaner Bond, the majority party in the Cape Parliament, 
prompted a spirited retort from Francis Dormer, the former editor of the Cape Argus newspaper.59 
In a detailed letter to The Times, Dormer provided a potted history of the evolution of the Bond, 
stressing its moderate, imperialist credentials. To underline the validity of his analysis he concluded 
ǁŝƚŚĂƌĞĂƐƐƵƌŝŶŐƉĞŶƉŽƌƚƌĂŝƚŽĨƚŚĞŽŶĚ ?ƐůĞĂĚĞƌ ?:ĂŶ,ŽĨŵĞǇƌ P 
Strange as it may appear to those who have been taught to regard the Afrikander statesman 
as the embodiment of everything that is anti-English, he is passionately devoted to every 
form of manly sport, and more particularly to the essentially English game of cricket. The 
interest he takes in the pursuit of that game by young Afrikanders is the one relaxation that 
he has always permitted himself.60  
The Manchester Guardian ǁĂƐĞƋƵĂůůǇĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚŚĂƚƉƌŽŽĨŽĨ,ŽĨŵĞǇĞƌ ?ƐůŽǇĂůƚǇĐŽƵůĚďĞĨŽƵŶĚŝŶƚŚĞ
ŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇŽĨĐƌŝĐŬĞƚĂŶĚƚƌĞĂƐŽŶĞǀĞƌďĞŝŶŐďĞĚĨĞůůŽǁƐ P ‘KŶĞŚĂƐďƵƚƚŽĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů
aspect to realise the absurdity of the notion that Mr Hofmeyr is an anti-English conspirator. He is 
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passionately fond of cricket and, as like as not, if one calls upon him at night one finds him studying 
ƚŚĞĐƌŝĐŬĞƚŶĞǁƐ ? ?61  
 
For the advocates of sport, physical exercise and organised games were not just character-forming 
but also helped to cultivate important transferrable skills for the battlefield. Addressing a 
Conservative Party meeting in his home constituency of Penrith, Mr. J. W. Lowther, the Deputy 
Speaker of ƚŚĞ,ŽƵƐĞŽĨŽŵŵŽŶƐ ?ŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ ‘ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐǁŚŝĐŚĐĂŵĞĨƌŽŵŐĂŵĞƐ ?ǁĂƐ
ĞŵŝŶĞŶƚůǇ ‘ƐƵŝƚĂďůĞĨŽƌǁĂƌ ? ?ŵŽŶŐƚŚĞƐŬŝůůƐĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚǁĞƌĞ ‘ƉĞƌƚŝŶĂĐŝƚǇ ?ƉĞƌƐĞǀĞƌĂŶĐĞĂŶĚ
ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ ? ?dŽƌĂůůǇŚŝƐĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞƚŽŚŝƐǀŝĞǁƉŽŝŶƚ ?>ŽǁƚŚĞƌĐŝƚĞĚƚŚĞĞǆĂŵƉůĞŽĨĂůŽĐĂů war hero, 
ŽůŽŶĞůZŝŵŝŶŐƚŽŶ ? ‘ǁŚŽĞǆĐĞůůĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƉŽůŽŐƌŽƵŶĚƐďĞĨŽƌĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂ ? ?62 Field sports in 
particular were thought to hone practical skills for the battlefield.63 Thus, the hunting correspondent 
of the Manchester Guardian was quick to celebrate the military benefits of his sport. Reviewing the 
 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?ƐĞĂƐŽŶ ?ŚĞƉƌŽƵĚůǇŶŽƚĞĚƚŚĂƚ ? ‘tŚĞŶƚŚĞĐƌŝƐŝƐĐĂŵĞ ?ƌŝŐŚƚǁĞůůĚŝĚĨŽǆ-hunting justify its 
existence as a national sport. A list of the masters of hounds, past and present, of men well known 
with various packs who volunteered for active service would fill the rest of this column. ? It was, 
though, the martial aptitude of these volunteers rather than their patriotic enthusiasm that the 
ƉŝĞĐĞĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐĞĚ P ‘ŝĨǁĞůĞĂƌŶĞĚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŽer War it should be that the precision and 
ŶŝĐĞƚŝĞƐŽĨĚƌŝůůƌĂŶŬƐĞĐŽŶĚŝŶŵŽĚĞƌŶǁĂƌĨĂƌĞƚŽŵŽďŝůŝƚǇĂŶĚƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚƐŚŽŽƚŝŶŐ ? ?64  Another admirer 
of the rural sportsman was Arthur Conan Doyle. In his populist history of the early stages of the 
conflict in South Africa, The Great Boer War, published in 1900, a charge by the Imperial Yeomanry 
Ăƚ>ŝŶĚůĞǇǁĂƐƐĂŝĚƚŽŚĂǀĞƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚƚŚĂƚ ? ‘ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĨĞǁŵŽƌĞŚŝŐŚ-mettled troops in South Africa 
ƚŚĂŶƚŚĞƐĞŐŽŽĚƐƉŽƌƚƐŵĞŶŽĨƚŚĞƐŚŝƌĞƐ ? ?zĞƚ ?ƚŚĞƉĂƐƐĂŐĞĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚŽn a note of caution. Hinting 
ĂƚĂůĂĐŬŽĨŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůŝƐŵ ?ŽŶĂŶŽǇůĞŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŵĞŶ ‘ƐŚŽǁĞĚĂƚƌĂĐĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌ




The question over the extent to whiĐŚƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ ?ƐĂĚŚĞƌĞŶĐĞƚŽĞƋƵĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐƉŽƌƚƐƵŶĚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ
professionalism by perpetuating the amateur military tradition came to a head early on in the war. 
The disasters of Black Week and, in particular, the lacklustre performance of the cavalry in the first 
few months of the war, ignited a simmering debate over the cost and efficacy of officer sport.66 This 
dispute coalesced around the issue of polo. Concerned that both the inordinate amount of time 
spent playing polo detracted from military training, and the exorbitant expense of maintaining polo 
ponies restricted the pool of potential officers, the Army Council issued a draft order in January 1900 
to curb the activities of regimental polo clubs.67 The Times, ever grateful for an opportunity to 
advance its caŵƉĂŝŐŶĨŽƌĂƌŵǇƌĞĨŽƌŵ ?ǁĂƐƋƵŝĐŬƚŽďƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƉĞƌĐĞŝǀĞĚƐĐĂŶĚĂůƚŽƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ ?Ɛ
ĂƚƚĞŶƚŝŽŶ ?/ŶĂŶĞĚŝƚŽƌŝĂůŽĨ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ?ƚŚĞƉĂƉĞƌƌĂŝůĞĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞ ‘ĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞŚĂďŝƚƐ ?ŵŽƐƚůǇ
ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚǁŝƚŚĂŵƵƐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ? ?ǁŚŝĐŚĞĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞůǇ ‘ŵĂĚĞƚŚĞƌŵǇĂĐůŽƐĞĐŽƌƉŽƌation just as in the 
ŽůĚƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞĚĂǇƐ ? ?68 The next day a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Mark Lockwood, formerly of the 
ŽůĚƐƚƌĞĂŵ'ƵĂƌĚƐĂŶĚŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞDWĨŽƌƉƉŝŶŐ ?ĨƵůůǇĞŶĚŽƌƐĞĚƚŚĞĞĚŝƚŽƌ ?ƐƐƚĂŶĐĞ ?dŚĞĐŽƐƚ
involved, he argued, in pursuing the sportŝŶŐůŝĨĞƐƚǇůĞĚĞŵĂŶĚĞĚŽĨĂŶŽĨĨŝĐĞƌŵĞĂŶƚƚŚĂƚ ? ‘ƚŚĞƐŽŶƐ
ŽĨĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŐĞŶƚůĞŵĞŶ ?ƚŚĞŵĞŶĂďŽǀĞĂůůŽƚŚĞƌƐǇŽƵǁĂŶƚƚŽĂƚƚƌĂĐƚ ?ĂƌĞƵŶĂďůĞƚŽũŽŝŶƚŚĞĐĂǀĂůƌǇ ? ?
,ĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚŚŝƐĐĂƐĞďǇĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇůŽĐĂƚŝŶŐƚŚĞƌƵƌĂůŐĞŶƚƌǇ ?ƐĞǆĐůƵƐŝŽŶĨƌŽŵĂƌŵǇůŝĨĞǁŝƚŚŝŶ
pervading fears about racial degeneration:  
These are men used to the ordinary standard of country house living, brought up to hunt 
and shoot from boyhood, not gamblers or fond of spending money for show. What do we 
get instead in many regiments of the cavalry of the line? Sons of a certain class, reared in the 
towns, taught as children the habits of self-indulgence and luxury, that once acquired are 
difficult to eradicate.69  
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>ŽĐŬǁŽŽĚ ?ƐďĞůŝĞĨŝŶƚŚĞĚĞƚĞƌŝŽƌĂƚŝŶŐƐŽĐŝĂůĐŽŵƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŽĨĨŝĐĞƌĐŽƌƉƐǁĂƐechoed the 
following week by another, this time anonymous, correspondent to The Times ?,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ ?ĨŽƌ ‘ ?K ? ? ?
any move to discourage the recruitment of young men with an interest in field sports would only 
serve to exacerbate rather than resolve the problem:  
Restrict the sporting instincts of our cavalry officers, forbid them to hunt or to play 
polo...and in a very short time I venture to predict a very different class of person will offer 
himself for cavalry commissions: whether this will be to the advantage of the service 
remains to be seen.  
dŚĞƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶůĂǇ ?ƚŚĞůĞƚƚĞƌĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ?ŶŽƚŝŶƚĂŵƉĞƌŝŶŐǁŝƚŚ ‘ƚŚĞƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚƐŽĐŝĂůůŝĨĞ ?ŽĨĐĂǀĂůƌǇ
ŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƐďƵƚƌĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐƚŚĞ ‘ĨĂůůŝŶŐŝŶĐŽŵĞƐŽĨĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŐĞŶƚůĞŵĞŶ ? ?70  As these letters 
suggest, more was at stake here than the fate of regimental polo. With the future direction of the 
cavalry under discussion as the reverses in South Africa threw into high relief the arme blanche 
versus mounted infantry debate, the equestrian leisure pursuits of a privileged set of officers came 
to assume a symbolic importance out of all proportion to the time actually spent on them.71 Polo 
and hunting were employed as convenient shorthand for an unreformed army culture, in which 
amateur military ideals stood in diametric opposition to the modernising agenda of meritocratic 
restructuring.72  
 
Although it was the value of equestrian sport as a preparation for war that generated the most 
heated exchanges, the deleterious impact of organised games on the professionalism of the army as 
a whole was also subjected to close scrutiny as the fighting against the Boers revealed serious 
ƐŚŽƌƚĐŽŵŝŶŐƐŝŶƚŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ ?ƐƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ ?/ŶƚŚĞŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞĂĨƚĞƌŵĂƚŚŽĨƚŚĞƐŚŽĐŬŽĨůĂĐŬtĞĞŬ ?
the Manchester Guardian ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚŽŶƚŚĞ'ĞƌŵĂŶƉƌĞƐƐ ?ĂŵďŝǀĂůĞŶƚĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚŽĨƌŝƚŝƐŚŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƐ ?
enthusiasm for the games field. The Post, it was noted, while full of admiration for the courage 
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ĞǆŚŝďŝƚĞĚŝŶ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂďǇƌŝƚŝƐŚĨŽƌĐĞƐǁĂƐ ?ŶŽŶĞƚŚĞůĞƐƐ ?ĂƉƉĂůůĞĚ ‘ƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐǀĂůŝĂŶƚĂƌŵǇ ?ƐŬŝůůĞĚ
in all branches of sport, should be decimated through circumstances connected with difficulties of 
ĐůŝŵĂƚĞĂŶĚƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ ? ?dŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶƚŽĨBerliner Neueste Nachrichten was more direct. 
The sporting instincts displayed by British soldiers when faced by adversŝƚǇ ?ŚĞĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ ?ĐŽƵůĚŶ ?ƚ
ĚŝƐŐƵŝƐĞƚŚĞĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŶĂƚŝŽŶ ?ƐƌĞǀĞƌƐĞƐǁĞƌĞ ‘ĚƵĞƚŽŚĞĚŝƐƌĞŐĂƌĚŽĨƚŚĞŽĞƌŵŽĚĞŽĨĨŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ ?
ǁŚŝĐŚƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐƐƉĞĐŝĂůƐƚƵĚǇ ? ?73  This theme was developed further by Charles Savile Roundell, 
Liberal MP for Skipton until 1895 and former first-class cricketer, in a speech to the Macclesfield 
branch of the Christian Social Union which appeared in the Observer in February 1900. Having made 
ĂŶƵŶĨĂǀŽƵƌĂďůĞĐŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞ ‘ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƚŽƐǇƐƚĞŵĂƚŝƐĞĚŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ ?ǁŚŝĐŚ
underpŝŶŶĞĚ'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ ?ƐƌĞĐĞŶƚŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ ‘ŵĞŶƚĂůĂŶĚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůĚĞĐĂǇ ?ǁŚŝĐŚĂĨĨůŝĐƚĞĚ
ƌŝƚĂŝŶ ?ƐĂƌŵĞĚĨŽƌĐĞƐ ?ZŽƵŶĚĞůůƐĞƚŽƵƚĐůĞĂƌůǇďŽƚŚƉƌŽďůĞŵĂŶĚƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶĂƐƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚďǇƚŚĞ
reverses in South Africa:   
We prided ourselves upon our national love of sport, and we attributed their good qualities 
to the theory that distinction in games at school and in the sports of after life was the sure 
passport to military excellence. But was that so?... War, like politics, was not a game, but a 
serious business demanding scientific training and scientific direction.74   
dŚĞƐĐŝĞŶƚŝĨŝĐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐŽĨ'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ ?ƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĂůƐŽƌŽƵƐĞĚƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌŵŝŶŐǌĞĂůŽĨThe Times. A 
disastrous army exercise at Aldershot in August 1900 prompted a heartfelt rhetorical flourish from 
the ĞĚŝƚŽƌ P ‘dŚĞƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶŽĨƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŝŶ ƚŚĞŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞĨƵƚƵƌĞŝƐ ?,ŽǁĐĂŶǁĞ
change all this? How can we prevent incompetent officers from entering the Army, and how can we 
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉƚŚĞŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŬŝůůŽĨƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽĞŶƚĞƌŝƚ ? ?dŚĞĂŶƐwer, he continued, was to be 
found by embracing a new professional age in which the amateur games ethos had no place: 
dŚĞƵŬĞ ?ƐŽůĚƐĂǇŝŶŐ ?ŝĨŚĞƌĞĂůůǇƐĂŝĚŝƚ )ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞWůĂǇŝŶŐ&ŝĞůĚƐŽĨƚŽŶŚĂƐĚŽŶĞŝƚƐǁŽƌŬ ?
and should be relegated to limbo. Athletics, cricket, and the like are an admirable half-school 
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for the modern officer, but they are not the whole school. One feels tempted to say that if 
the battle of Waterloo was won on these playing fields, the battle of Colenso was lost there, 
and the battle of Sedan was won in the study, the laboratory, and the Kriegakademie.75   
 
The publication, in October 1900, of An Absent-Minded War by William Elliot Cairns, a captain in the 
Royal Irish Fusiliers and later secretary to the post-war Committee on the Education and Training of 
Officers, further fuelled the furore surrounding the role of sport in army instruction.  In a tightly 
argued treatise advancing the case for systemic army reform, Cairns lambasted what he considered 
to be the anti-intellectual, anti-professional culture that enveloped the military. The new recruit, he 
ďĞŵŽĂŶĞĚ ?ƋƵŝĐŬůǇƌĞĂůŝƐĞƐƚŚĂƚ ? ‘ŬĞĞŶŶĞƐƐŝƐ “ďĂĚĨŽƌŵ ?ĂŶĚǁŝůůƐŽŽŶŽƉĞŶůǇŵĂŶŝĨĞƐƚŚŝƐ
impatience to throw off his uniform  W the uniform he was so proud to put on for the first time  W and 
ǁŝůůĚĞǀŽƚĞŚŝŵƐĞůĨƚŽƐƉŽƌƚ ? ?ƚƚŚĞƌŽŽƚŽĨƚŚĞƉƌŽďůĞŵ ?ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽĂŝƌŶƐ ?ůĂǇĂĚĂŝůǇƌŽƵƚŝŶĞŽĨ
ŵŽŶŽƚŽŶŽƵƐĚƵƚŝĞƐ ? ‘ŶŽƚŽŶĞƚĞŶƚŚŽĨǁŚŝĐŚĨŽƌŵĞĚĂŶǇƵƐĞĨƵůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌ ?ĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ ?ŝŶĞǀŝƚĂďůǇ ?
ƉĞƌƐƵĂĚĞĚŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƐƚŽƐƉĞŶĚ ‘ŵŽƐƚŽĨ ?ƚŚĞŝƌ ?ƚŝŵĞ in the hunting-field, on the polo or cricket 
ŐƌŽƵŶĚ ? ?76  Although Cairns, as a serving soldier himself, was at pains not to impugn the courage of 
his fellow officers by stressing their eagerness to engage in active service, even this apparent virtue 
was coŶƐƚƌƵĞĚĂƐĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ ‘ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŽĨĨŝĐĞƌĐĂƌĞƐĨŽƌŶŽƚŚŝŶŐďƵƚƐƉŽƌƚĂŶĚƐĐŽƌŶƐ W as a rule  W the 
ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐƐƚƵĚǇŽĨŚŝƐƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶ ? P 
Active service is regarded rather as a new and most exciting kind of sport, a feeling which 
has been heightened by our numerous campaigns against savages, than as a deadly serious 
business where the stakes are the lives of men and the safety of the empire.77   
Although a review in the Spectator ǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚƚŚĞǁŽƌŬĂƐ ‘ĂƐĂŶĞĂŶĚũƵĚŝĐŝŽƵƐƉŝĞĐĞŽĨĐƌŝƚ ĐŝƐŵ ? ?
there was, predictably, a backlash in the letters columns of the popular press.78 Typical was the 
sentiment expressed by Colonel Lonsdale Hale in The Times. Attacks on the army, he fumed, had 
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 ‘ƌĞĂĐŚĞĚƚŚĞůŽǁĞƐƚůĞǀĞů ?ǁŚĞŶ ‘Ă “ƌŝƚŝƐŚŽĨĨŝĐĞƌ ? ?ƵŶĚĞƌ ƚŚĞƐĂĨĞƐŚĞůƚĞƌŽĨĂŶŽŶǇŵŝƚǇ, is not 
ĂƐŚĂŵĞĚƚŽĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƚŚĞƌĞŐŝŵĞŶƚĂůŽĨĨŝĐĞƌĂƐŽŶĞǁŚŽ “ĐĂƌĞƐĨŽƌŶŽƚŚŝŶŐďƵƚƐƉŽƌƚ ? ? ?79  Cairns, 
ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ ?ǁĂƐƋƵŝĐŬƚŽĚĞĨĞŶĚŚŝŵƐĞůĨ ?&ĂƌĨƌŽŵ ‘ǀŝůŝĨǇŶŐŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƐ ? ?ŚĞƉŽŝŶƚĞĚŽƵƚŝŶĂ
carefully reasoned response to Lonsdale Hale, he hĂĚƐŝŵƉůǇďĞĞŶŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚŝŶŐƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ ?ƐƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂů
ǁĞĂŬŶĞƐƐĞƐ ?ĨŽƌŚĞŚĂĚ ‘ĂƚƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚĞǀĞƌǇŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐŚŽƌƚĐŽŵŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƚŽƚŚĞĨĂƵůƚƐŽĨ
ƚŚĞƐǇƐƚĞŵ ? ?80  
 
ĂŝƌŶƐ ?ďĞůŝĞĨƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĂƌŵǇŽĨĨŝĐĞƌ ?ƐƉƌĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƚŝŽŶǁŝƚŚƐƉŽƌƚǁĂƐƐŝŵƉůǇĂƐǇŵƉƚŽŵƌĂƚher than 
cause of a wider malaise received the support of both Leopold Amery of The Times and Colonel G. F. 
R. Henderson, Director of Intelligence under Roberts during the South African War. In volume II of 
his hugely influential Times History of the War in South Africa, Amery, a relentless campaigner for 
army reform, was scathing about the standard of officer training. With drill and tests of a 
 ‘ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂůĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ ?ǁŚŝĐŚƐĞƌǀĞĚ ‘ŽŶůǇƚŽĚƵůůƚŚĞǁŝƚƐĂŶĚĚŝƐĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƚŚĞǌĞĂů ? ?ƚŚĞƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞŽĨ
young officers was, he felt, no more than one could expect: 
It need hardly be cause for surprise that the common sense of many officers made them feel 
that playing cricket and polo, or hunting and shooting were quite as good military training, 
and infinitely more pleasant, than the ordinary routine duties of their profession.81  
Henderson went even further. Sport was, it was asserted in a posthumously published collection of 
his writings, not just a consequence of, but a compensation for, the inadequacy of the training 
regime: 
Nauseated by dull theory, cramped by want of responsibility, his energy unawakened by 
appeals to his intelligence, with no opening offered to him to acquire that higher knowledge 
which would have aroused his interest and kindled his ambition, and with abundant leisure 
at his command, it is no wonder [the British officer] sought distraction in other fields. If he 
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was a mere barrack square soldier, he was generally a sportsman; and in his cricket and in 
his football, in his hunting, his polo, and his shikar, he was at least hardening his nerve and 
learning the great lessons of self-control, improving his power of observation, training his 
eye to country, and acquiring to some extent those qualities which make the Boer so 
formidable an enemy.82   
 
For other commentators, however, the shortcomings of the military were no more than a reflection 
of a wider cultural failing. A Handbook of the Boer War, written by an anonymous veteran of the 
conflict and published in 1910, contended that the security provided ďǇƌŝƚĂŝŶ ?ƐŝƐůĂŶĚƐƚĂƚƵƐŚĂĚ
ĂĨĨŽƌĚĞĚƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐƚŚĞůƵǆƵƌǇŽĨǀŝĞǁŝŶŐ ‘tĂƌĂƐĂďƌĂŶĐŚŽĨ^ƉŽƌƚŽƌƚŚůĞƚŝĐƐ ? ?83 Consequently, it 
ǁĂƐĐůĂŝŵĞĚ ?ƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ?ƐƉƌŝŽƌŝƚŝĞƐŚĂĚďĞĐŽŵĞŝŶǀĞƌƚĞĚĂŶĚƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶ
patriotic duty had assumed primacy in the national consciousness:  
Thousands of loafers, idlers, and work shirkers live upon the anticipations and recollections 
of outdoor sports when not actually present at them, and are ready to spend their last 
shilling at the turnstile of the ground on which a handful of football gladiators are at play: 
and are more exasperated by the defeat of the team which they patronise in a Cup Tie 
match than they would be by the loss of a battle by the British Army.84  
The same note had been struck by The Times when reviewing the lessons of the war in an editorial of 
:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ?,ĂǀŝŶŐĚĞĐƌŝĞĚƚŚĞ ‘ƌŝƚŝƐŚƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĨŽƌƐƉŽƚ ?ǁŚŝĐŚŵĞĂŶƚ ‘ƚŚĂƚĂŐƌĞĂƚƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞ
ĞŶĞƌŐǇǁŚŝĐŚŵŝŐŚƚďĞƚƵƌŶĞĚƚŽďĞƚƚĞƌƵƐĞŝƐĚŝǀĞƌƚĞĚƚŽŵĞƌĞƉůĂǇ ? ?ƚŚĞƉŝĞĐĞŚĂĚĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚǁŝƚŚĂ 
ƐƚŝŶŐŝŶŐĐƌŝƚŝĐŝƐŵŽĨƚŚĞƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐƐƉĞĐƚĂƚŽƌ P ‘ĂŐƌĞĂƚĚĞĂůƚŽŽŵƵĐŚŽĨƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶĐƌŝĐŬĞƚĂŶĚ
football is bestowed upon those games by those who do not take any part whatever in them, and 




Such criticisms reveal much about the inherent class bias in British sporting life at the turn of the 
twentieth century. Lack of space, time and finance restricted the sporting opportunities of a large 
proportion of the urban unskilled workforce to those of the passive consumer. Thus, with the 
emergence of sport as a mass spectacle, there was a rapid growth in the number of professional 
leagues and competitions in the decades leading up the South African War.86 For many from the 
middle and upper-classes, who had been or still remained amateur players, the professionalisation 
of the games they loved undermined the very essence of the cult of athleticism. At a dinner held in 
his honour at the ƵƚŚŽƌƐ ?ůƵď ?>ŽƌĚůĨƌĞĚ>ǇƚƚĞůton, one of the great all-round amateur sportsmen 
of his generation and soon to be Colonial Secretary, told those assembled how gratified he had been 
ƚŽĨŝŶĚƚŚĂƚƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐŽŶĂĐƚŝǀĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞŝŶ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂĐŽƵůĚ ‘ŝŶĚƵůŐĞŝŶĂŐĂŵĞŽĨĐƌŝĐŬĞƚ ?ĂŶĚŚĞ
trusted that cricket would now becoŵĞĂŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůŐĂŵĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŽĞƌƐ ? ?/ƚǁĂƐ ?ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ ?ƚŚĞ
intrinsic worth of the amateur game that Lyttelton was extolling. Sporting pursuits, he made clear 
ĨŽƌŚŝƐƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐĞĚĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ ?ǁĞƌĞĂŵĞĂŶƐƚŽĂŶĞŶĚĂŶĚŶŽƚĂŶĞŶĚŝŶƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƌŝŐŚƚ P ‘dŚĞŝŶƚĞŶtion 
of sport was to make men fitter, stronger, and better served for the main work of life. It was a 
misfortune that young men should be tempted from the main work of life to make a profession of 
ĂŶǇŐĂŵĞ ? ?87  
 
The concern for the quality press was that it was not only the participant in professional sport who 
had his moral compass distorted but also the spectator. In January 1902, a Times editorial was 
ĐƌŝƚŝĐĂůŽĨƚŚĞƉĂƐƐŝŽŶƐĂƌŽƵƐĞĚďǇƚŚĞŶŐůŝƐŚĐƌŝĐŬĞƚƚĞĂŵ ?ƐĐŽůůĂƉƐĞŝŶƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚƚĞƐƚŵĂƚĐŚ
against ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ ? ‘/ƚŝƐƐƵƌĞůǇŽƵƚŽĨƉƌŽƉŽƌƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƚƚĞƌĂƚƐƚĂŬĞ ? ?ƚŚĞĞĚŝƚŽƌ
ĚĞƐƉĂŝƌĞĚ ? ‘ǁŚĞŶǁĞƐĞĞƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚƐĨŝůůĞĚǁŝƚŚƉůĂĐĂƌĚƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐĞĂƚŚůĞƚŝĐĐŽŶƚĞƐƚƐĂƐŝĨŝƐƐƵĞƐ
depended upon them as vital to our race as those decided at dƌĂĨĂůŐĂƌĂŶĚtĂƚĞƌůŽŽ ? ?88 The editor of 
the Manchester Guardian was similarly bewildered by the precedence that sport seemed to take 
over any other matter. As the death toll in the refugee camps mounted in October 1901, he 
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attempted to prick the consciencĞŽĨŚŝƐƌĞĂĚĞƌƐďǇŶŽƚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚ ? ‘tĞĂƌĞŬĞĞŶŽŶƐƉŽƌƚ ?ĐĂŶŶŽƚǁĞ
ďĞŬĞĞŶŽŶƚŚŝƐƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶ ? ? ?ƐŽƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĨĂŝƌŶĂŵĞŽĨŶŐůĂŶĚĂƚůĞĂƐƚŵĂǇƌĞŵĂŝŶ ? ?89 dŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ ?Ɛ
interest in sporting trivia rather than events on the veldt was also noted by P. T. Ross in his often 
satirical but nonetheless perspicacious reminiscences of his active service in South Africa. A poetic  
entry dated October 27th 1900 lamented: 
 At home first China, then elections, 
 Have claimed their keen attention, 
Now football, crimes and other things  W 
 The war they seldom mention.90  
 
Just how deeply the culture of athleticism and games was entrenched in the public consciousness 
can be gleaned from the frequency with which sporting language and imagery was used to portray 
the war in South Africa ?dŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚĂƌŵǇ ?ƐĚĞĨĞĂƚĂƚƚŚĞďĂƚƚůĞŽĨ^ƚŽƌŵďĞƌŐŽŶ ? ?ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ? ? ? ?
was explained away in a J. M. Staniforth cartoon, which appeared in the Western Mail on 12 
December 1899, as nothing more than one lost round in a protracted boxing match.91 Later in the 
war a Punch cartoon made light of the Boer bittereiŶĚĞƌƐ ? ƉĞƌƐŝƐƚĞŶƚĞǀĂƐŝŽŶŽĨ<ŝƚĐŚĞŶĞƌ ?ƐŵĂƐƐĞĚ
forces by framing it in terms of the last stand by a nightwatchman in a cricket match.92 For readers of 
The Times, operations in Middleberg in May 1901 wĞƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚĂƐĂŐƌŽƵƐĞƐŚŽŽƚ ? ‘dŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶŝƐ
ďĞƐƚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽŽĚ ? ?ǁƌŽƚĞĂƐƉĞĐŝĂůĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶƚ ? ‘ŝĨǁĞĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝǌĞƚŚĞ>ǇŶĚĞŶďĞƌŐĂŶĚDŝĚĚůĞďĞƌŐ
columns as beaters driving the game up to the butts  W ƚŚĞĚƌŝĨƚƐ ?ŚĞůĚďǇ'ĞŶĞƌĂůWůƵŵĞƌ ?ƐƵƐŚŵĞŶ
and New ĞĂůĂŶĚĞƌƐ ? ?93 Even government communications were not immune from the deployment 
ŽĨƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐũĂƌŐŽŶĂŶĚŝŵĂŐĞƌǇ ?dǇƉŝĐĂůǁĂƐĂŶŽĨĨŝĐŝĂůĚĞƐƉĂƚĐŚŝƐƐƵĞĚďǇ<ŝƚĐŚĞŶĞƌ ?ƐŚĞĂĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ
on 11 September 1901 and quoted in the Manchester Guardian P ‘^ŝŶĐĞ ?^ĞƉƚĞmber the columns 
have again got good results, the total bag, including all separately reported, being 681, composed of 
 ? ?ŽĞƌƐŬŝůůĞĚ ? ? ?ǁŽƵŶĚĞĚ ? ? ? ?ƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐ ? ? ?ƐƵƌƌĞŶĚĞƌƐ ? ?94  
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 Such usage was thought by some to detract from the seriousness of war. The anonymous author of 
A Handbook of the Boer War ǁŽƌƌŝĞĚƚŚĂƚ ? ‘ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŵĞƚĂƉŚŽƌƐǁŚŝĐŚŝŵƉĂŝƌƚŚĞĚŝŐŶŝƚǇŽĨĂĐĂƵƐĞ
ĂŶĚĚĞŐƌĂĚĞŝƚŝŶƚŚĞĞǇĞƐŽĨƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽƐĞĚƵƚǇŝƐƚŽŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƚŚĂƚĐĂƵƐĞ ? ?dŚĞƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůŝƐŵŽĨƚŚĞ
army would, he felt sure, suffer as a result: 
When the advances of a British Division at a critical period in the operations is frivolously 
ƚĞƌŵĞĚĂ “ĚƌŝǀĞ ? ?ĂŶĚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŵĞŶĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚĂƚƚĞŶƉĂĐĞƐ ?ŝŶƚĞƌǀĂůŽǀĞƌĂǁŝĚĞĨƌŽŶƚĂƌĞ
ĐĂůůĞĚ “ďĞĂƚĞƌƐ ? ?ŝƚŝƐŶĂƚƵƌĂůƚŚĂƚƚŚĞůĞĂĚĞƌƐƐŚŽƵůĚůŽŽŬƵpon their work as analogous to 
ƚŚĞĚƵƚŝĞƐŽĨĂŐĂŵĞŬĞĞƉĞƌ ?ĂŶĚǁŚĞŶĂŶĂƌƚŝůůĞƌǇŽĨĨŝĐĞƌŝƐŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚƚŽ “ƉŝƚĐŚŚŝƐƐŚĞůůƐ
ǁĞůůƵƉ ? ?ŚĞŝƐĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚƚŽƌĞŐĂƌĚĨĂŝůƵƌĞĂƐŶŽǁŽƌƐĞƚŚĂŶƚŚĞůŽƐƐŽĨĂĐƌŝĐŬĞƚŵĂƚĐŚ ?95  
Of greater concern for two correspondents to the Manchester Guardian was the effect this language 
ĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞŽŶƚŚĞŶĂƚŝŽŶ ?ƐƌĞƉƵƚĂƚŝŽŶ ?/ŶĂůĞƚƚĞƌƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞŚĞĂĚŝŶŐ ‘dŚĞ “dŽƚĂů
ĂŐ ? ? ? ‘/ŶĚŝŐŶĂŶƚ ?condemned  ‘ƚŚĞƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ ?ǁĂƌ ?ŝŶƚŚĞůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞŽĨƐƉŽƌƚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŝƐƐƵĞ is 
ƚŚĞŵĂŬŝŶŐŽĨǁŝĚŽǁƐĂŶĚŽƌƉŚĂŶƐ ? ?ďĞĨŽƌĞĐŽŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚ ? ‘/ƚŝƐŽŶůǇĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƐƚĞƉŝŶƚŚĞ
ĚĞŐƌĂĚĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŚŽŶŽƵƌŽĨŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ? ?96 In the same issue, a pro-Boer sympathiser expressed 
relief at being informed that it was a subordinate of Kitchener, and not Kitchener himself, who had 
been responsible for the wording of recent despatches in which hunting terminology had been used. 
,ĞǁĂƐ ?ŶŽŶĞƚŚĞůĞƐƐ ?ĂƉƉĂůůĞĚƚŚĂƚ ? ‘ĂŶǇŶŐůŝƐŚŵĂŶƐŚŽƵůĚƵƐĞƐƵĐŚĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚďƌĂǀĞŵĞŶ
fighting and dying for the ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ? ?/ŶĨĂĐƚ ?ƚŚĞĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞ ƚ ?ƐĨĂŝƚŚŝŶ
Kitchener was ill-founded. In private communications with Schomberg MacDonnell, the principal 
private secretary of Lord Salisbury, and St John Broderick, the secretary of state for war, in May and 
September 1901 respectively, the commander-in-ĐŚŝĞĨƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚƚŽĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚĂŶĚŬŝůůĞĚŽĞƌƐĂƐ ‘ƚŚĞ





preparation for war specifically, was propelled to the forefront of the national consciousness with 
ƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶŽĨZƵĚǇĂƌĚ<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ?ƐThe Islanders in The Times on 4 January 1902. Having witnessed 
first-hand the fighting in South Africa, Kipling felt compelled to voice publicly his disgust at what he 
ƌĞŐĂƌĚĞĚĂƐƚŚĞŶĂƚŝŽŶ ?ƐĨĂŝůƵƌĞƚŽƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞůǇƚŽƚŚĞĐĂůůŽĨĚƵƚǇ ?EĞǀĞƌĂŶĂĚŵŝƌĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ
public school cult of athleticism, he reserved his most stinging criticism for those who he felt 
disregarded the value of the military and continued to place sport above the security of the country: 
Ye hindered and hampered and crippled; ye thrust out of sight and away 
Those that would serve you for honour and those that served you for pay. 
Then were the judgments loosened; then was your shame revealed, 
At the hands of a little people, few but apt in the field. 
zĞƚǇĞǁĞƌĞƐĂǀĞĚďǇĂƌĞŵŶĂŶƚ ?ĂŶĚǇŽƵƌůĂŶĚ ?ƐůŽŶŐ-suffering star), 
When your strong men cheered in their millions while your striplings went to the war. 
Sons of the sheltered city ? unmade, unhandled, unmeet ?  
Ye pushed them raw to the battle as ye picked them raw from the street. 
And what did ye look they should compass? Warcraft learned in a breath, 
Knowledge unto occasion at the first far view of Death? 
So? And ye train your horses and the dogs ye feed and prize? 
How are the beasts more worthy than the souls, your sacrifice? 
ƵƚǇĞƐĂŝĚ ? “dŚĞŝƌǀĂůŽƵƌƐŚĂůůƐŚŽǁƚŚĞŵ ? ?ďƵƚǇĞƐĂŝĚ ? “dŚĞĞŶĚŝƐĐůŽƐĞ ? ? 
And ye sent them comfits and pictures to help them harry your foes: 
And ye vaunted your fathomless power, and ye flaunted your iron pride, 
Ere ? ye fawned on the Younger Nations for the men who could shoot and ride! 
Then ye returned to your trinkets; then ye contented your souls 
With the flannelled fools at the wicket or the muddied oafs at the goals.98   
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This poetic reproof was buttressed by an editorial on the same page which, while maintaining that 
ĐŽŶƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶǁĂƐ ‘ŝůů-ƐƵŝƚĞĚƚŽŽƵƌŶĞĞĚƐ ? ?ǁĂƐŝŶĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞďƌŽĂĚĞƌĐĂůůĨŽƌĂƌĞĂůŝŐŶŵĞŶƚ
ŽĨĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶĂůƉƌŝŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ ?dŚŝƐ ‘ƚŚƌŝůling trumpet-ĐĂůů ? ?ƚŚĞƉŝĞĐĞŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ ?ǁĂƐĐŽƌƌĞĐƚƚŽĚĞŵĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ ?
 ‘ƚŚĞƉƌŽƉŽƌƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŝŵĞŶŽǁƐƉĞŶƚ ?ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĂůůǇƵŶĚĞƌĐŽŵƉƵůƐŝŽŶ ?ŝŶŐĂŵĞƐŵŝŐŚƚǁĞůůďĞƵƚŝůŝǌĞĚĨŽƌ
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ ? ?99      
 
As both Kipling and The Times anticipated a heated debate ensued.100  The editor of the Observer 
was quick to marshal the sentiments expressed in The Islanders to launch an attack on what he 
regarded as a privileged elite who refused to acknowledge their duties to the nation. In an editorial 
of 5 January 1902 he deriĚĞĚ ‘ŶŐůĂŶĚ ?Ɛ/ĚŽů ?ƚŚĞ:ƵŐŐĞƌŶĂƵƚŽĨĂƚŚůĞƚŝĐŝƐŵĂŶĚƐƉŽƌƚǁŚŝĐŚ
ŝŶƐĂƚŝĂďůǇĚĞŵĂŶĚĞĚŵŽƌĞĂŶĚŵŽƌĞŽĨŚĞƌƐŽŶƐ ?ďĞƐƚǇĞĂƌƐĂŶĚďƌŝŐŚƚĞƐƚĞŶĞƌŐŝĞƐ ?ďǇƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞ ‘ĞǆĂůƚĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƌƵŶŶŝŶŐƉĂƚŚ ?ƚŚĞƉůĂǇŝŶŐĨŝĞůĚĂŶĚƚŚĞƌŝǀĞƌĂƐƚŚĞƚƌƵĞ ? ? ?ďĞĂůůĂŶĚend all of 
ƉƵďůŝĐƐĐŚŽŽůĂŶĚƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇĐĂƌĞĞƌƐ ? ?dŚĞƉĂƉĞƌ ?ƐƌĞĂĚ ƌƐǁĞƌĞƵƌŐĞĚŵĂŬĞĂƐƚĂŶĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞ
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚǀŝĞǁƚŚĂƚ ‘ƚŚĞƌŝĐŚ ?ƚŚĞůĂǌǇĂŶĚƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞŵŝŶĚĞĚŶĞĞĚŶŽƚĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐǁŝƚŚ
the problems and duties of national defence, so long ĂƐŽƚŚĞƌƐĐĂŶďĞƉĂŝĚĂŶĚŐŽƚƚŽĚŽŝƚ ? ?101 In a 
letter to the editor of The Times on 9 January 1902, George Pragnell, the acting president of the 
largely working-ĐůĂƐƐ>ŽŶĚŽŶƚŚůĞƚŝĐƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ ?ǁĂƐĂůƐŽŬĞĞŶƚŽƵƐĞ<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ?ƐǀĞƌƐĞƚŽĂĚŵŽŶŝƐŚ
the complacency of the middle-class sports supporter.102 Thankful that The Islanders had brought 
ŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŽƉĞŶƚŚĞƐŚŽƌƚĐŽŵŝŶŐƐŝŶƚŚĞŶĂƚŝŽŶ ?ƐƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚŽĨŝƚƐƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĨŽƌĐĞƐ ?ŚĞĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ
the archetypal game of the public school to support the main thrust of ŚŝƐĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ P ‘dŚĞŵŝůůŝŽŶƐŽĨ
people who are keenly interested in cricket do not take the slightest interest in Volunteering during 
peacetime, and in times like the present shelter themselves behind a small percentage of their 
fellows who have gone to thĞĨƌŽŶƚ ? ?dƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĨŽƌĐĞƐƚŚĞĂƚƚĞŶƚŝŽŶĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƉĂŝĚ
ƚŽƚŚĞƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐǁŽƌůĚǁĂƐ ?ŚĞĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ? ‘ƚŚĞŽŶůǇǁĂǇƚŽƐƚĂǀĞŽĨĨĐŽŶƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶ ? ?103  For the 
ŚĞĂĚŵĂƐƚĞƌŽĨZŽƐƐĂůů^ĐŚŽŽů ?ƌtĂǇ ?ƚŚĞŽƵƚĐƌǇĐĂƵƐĞĚďǇƚŚĞƉŽĞŵ ?ƐƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶǁĂƐƐƵĐh that he 
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clearly felt it warranted an immediate response. Having first admitted to a speech day audience on 
 ? ?:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ?ƚŚĂƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌ ‘ŵĂŶǇĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ ?ƉƵďůŝĐƐĐŚŽŽůƐŚĂĚďĞĞŶ ‘ĨƌĞĞůǇĐƌŝƚŝĐŝƐĞĚ ?ŽǀĞƌ
the past few days, he proceeded to set his institution apart from its competitors with a vigorous 
defence of its sporting ethos:  
The latest cry was about the excess of athletics, which had been put tersely in a phrase by 
ZƵĚǇĂƌĚ<ŝƉůŝŶŐŝŶŚŝƐƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƚŽ “ĨůĂŶŶĞůůĞĚĨŽŽůƐ ?ĂŶĚ “ŵƵĚĚŝĞĚŽĂĨƐ ? ?KĨĐourse they 
agreed with Kipling that it was suicidal folly to spend time upon athletics which ought to be 
ĚĞǀŽƚĞĚƚŽƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨŽŶĞ ?ƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ?ƚZŽƐƐĂůůƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĨƵůůǇĂůŝǀĞƚŽ
this fact, and they not only won both their cricket matches this year but had a fine rifle corps 
numbering nearly 200. Indeed, one of their number had beaten all the other public school 
corps in shooting.104                
     
Unsurprisingly, however, the clamour stirred up by The Islanders, with its accompanying frisson of 
class criticism, offended many. The football correspondent of the Manchester Guardian leapt to the 
defence of his sport. Just two days after the publication of the poem, he opened his weekly column 
for the paper with the dismissive suggestion thĂƚƚŚĞƉŽĞŵŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶǁƌŝƚƚĞŶ ‘ĂĨƚĞƌĂŚĞĂǀǇ
ŶŝŐŚƚŵĂƌĞ ?ďĞĨŽƌĞĐŝƚŝŶŐĂƐĞƌŝĞƐŽĨĨĂŵŽƵƐĨŽŽƚďĂůůƉůĂǇŝŶŐŽĨĨŝĐĞƌƐǁŚŽƐĞ ‘ĚĞǀŽƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞŐĂŵĞŽĨ
ƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŚĂƐŶŽƚƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĞĚƚŚĞŝƌĚŽŝŶŐĂŵĂŶ ?ƐƉĂƌƚŝŶƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂŶtĂƌ ? ?105 On the same 
day, the former Middlesex county cricketer W. J. Ford adopted a similar line of argument for the 
readers of The Times ?ůĞƚƚĞƌƐĐŽůƵŵŶƐ ?ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚŝƐƚŝŵĞƚŚĞƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐǁĂƌƌŝŽƌƐůŝƐƚĞĚĐĂŵĞ ?
ŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ ?ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƐƵŵŵĞƌƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶǁŝŶƚĞƌŐĂŵĞ ? ‘Dƌ ?<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ?ƐƉŽĞƚƌǇŵĂǇďĞĂďŽǀĞƌĞƉƌŽĂĐŚ ? ?
&ŽƌĚƚĞƌƐĞůǇĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ? ‘ďƵƚŚĞŵŝŐŚƚĞĂƐŝůǇŵĞŶĚŚŝƐŵĂŶŶĞƌƐǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƐƉŽŝůŝŶŐŚŝƐƌŚǇŵĞƐ ? ?106 One 
of the most detailed retorts to The Islanders was presented by Hely Hutchinson Almond, the 




imperial mission as a force for good that could only be achieved by robust and disciplined young 
men free from the enervating influence of an overly literary or artistic culture.107 In a letter to the 
editor of The Times, ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚŽŶ ?:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ?ŚĞƚƌĞĂƚĞĚƚŚĞƉĂƉĞƌ ?ƐƌĞĂĚĞƌƐƚŽĂƌĞƉƌŝƐĞŽĨŚŝƐ
lengthy article on the physical degeneration of the nation which had appeared in the journal The 
Nineteenth Century in the autumn of 1900.108 More emphasis on physical exercise and organised 
games, Almond claimed, would serve to reinvigorate the country and furnish the army with the sort 
of recruits it required. By way of support he pointed out that not only had sportsmen volunteered 
ĨŽƌƚŚĞǁĂƌ ‘ŽƵƚŽĨĂůůƉƌŽƉŽƌƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞŝƌŶƵŵďĞƌƐ ? ?ďƵƚ ?ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞŶĂƚƵƌĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ
which developed strength, courage and, critically, initiative, they had also proven to be exceptionally 
effective recruits. Interestingly, though, Almond was at odds with his fellow champions of sport on 
ŽŶĞĐƌŝƚŝĐĂůŝƐƐƵĞ ?ƌŝĐŬĞƚ ?ŚĞĂƌŐƵĞĚ ?ǁŝƚŚŝƚƐĨŽĐƵƐŽŶ ‘ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůƐĐŽƌĞƐĂŶĚĚƌĂǁŶŵĂƚĐŚĞƐ ? ?ŶŽ
ůŽŶŐĞƌŚĂĚĂŶǇ ‘ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝǀĞƋƵĂůŝƚŝĞƐ ? ?/ŶĚĞĞĚ ? in an acidic aside suffused with a superciliousness borne 
ŽĨĐůĂƐƐ ?ŚĞĂƐƐĞƌƚĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŐĂŵĞ ‘ĨŽƐƚĞƌĞĚƐĞůĨŝƐŚŶĞƐƐŶĞĂƌůǇĂƐŵƵĐŚĂƐŐŽůĨ ? ?109    
 
dŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂŶtĂƌƐĂǁĂĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌŽĨĐŝǀŝůŝĂŶƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?ƐĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƚŝŽŶǁŝƚŚĂƚŚůĞƚŝĐƉƵƌƐƵŝƚƐ
and its ŝĚĞĂůŝƐĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŝŵƉĞƌŝĂůǁĂƌƌŝŽƌ ?dŚĞƉƌĞƐƐǁŝůůŝŶŐůǇĨĞĚƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ ?ƐĂƉƉĞƚŝƚĞĨŽƌƚŚĞ
romanticised sporting warrior with an on-going diet of war reports featuring athletic endeavour in 
the combat zone. In this imagining, ƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ ?ƐůŽǀĞŽĨƐƉŽƌƚĂŶĚorganised games was invested with 
a moral as well as practical worth. Yet, as the war dragged on, so doubts began to surface. The 
superior mobility and field-craft shown by Boer commandoes caused many in Britain to question the 
high Victorian cult of athleticism which equated sporting achievement with strength of character 
and military prowess. In the immediate aftermath of the war, damning reports by the Committee on 
the Education and Training of Officers and the Committee to Enquire into the Experiences incurred 
by Officers prompted the War Office to introduce measures to rein in the scope of army sport.110 As 
27 
 
it was for so many aspects of civilian and military life, the South African War was, then, a moment of 
transition for the role of sport in the British armed forces. This is not to say, however, that sporting 
endeavour completely lost its importance as a cultural signifier in the national consciousness. 
Although the advent of hostilities in 1914 quickly brought an end to domestic professional football 
and cricket, organised games and athletic contests continued a pace at the fighting front.111 More 
significantly, perhaps, as Simon John has shown, sporting imagery and terminology were once again 
used by combatants and non-combatants to make sense of what was happening to them.112 The 
South African War may have delivered a serious, even fatal, blow to the sporting ethos that 
ƵŶĚĞƌƉŝŶŶĞĚƌŝƚĂŝŶ ?Ɛamateur-military tradition, but more research needs to be done on the 
durability of sport in the wartime imagination.        
    ________________________________________________________________________ 
  This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or not-
for-profit sectors. 
                                                          
1 The Islanders was published in The Times on 4 January 1902. 
2 See The Times, 7-10 January 1902. Paula M. Krebs notes that, with a cost three times that of the new penny 
dailies, The Times was largely aimed at a traditional upper-middle class readership. Paula M. Krebs, Gender, 
Race, and the Writing of Empire: Public Discourse and the Boer War (Cambridge: CUP, 1999), pp. 6-7.  
3 The Times, 9 January 1902. 
4 Richard Holt, Sport and the British: a Modern History (Oxford: OUP, 1989), chapter 2. 
5 J .A. Mangan, ed., The Cultural Bond: Sport, Empire and Society (Abingdon: Routledge, 1992), p. 2 
6 H. John Field, Toward a Programme of Imperial Life: the British Empire at the Turn of the Century (Oxford: Clio 
Press, 1982), pp. 26-30. 
7 Ric Sissons and Brian Stoddart, Cricket and Empire (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1984), p. 34. 
8 : ? ?ĂŵƉďĞůů ? ‘ ?dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚŝƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌ ? PƐƉŽƌƚĂŶĚƚŚĞƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚƌŵǇ ?
1860- ? ? ? ? ? ?International Journal of the History of Sport, 17/4 (December 2000), pp. 21-58. 
9 YƵŽƚĞĚŝŶĂŵƉďĞůů ? ‘dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚŝƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌ ? ?Ɖ ? ? ?. 
10 ĂŵƉďĞůů ? ‘ ?Training for sport is training for war ? ? ?Ɖ ? ? ? ?dŝŵŽǁŵĂŶĂŶĚDĂƌŬŽŶŶĞůůǇ ?The Edwardian 
Army: Recruiting, Training and Deploying the British Army, 1902-1914 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), 
p. 56.  
11 D ? ?ůĂŶĐŚ ? ‘ƌŝƚŝƐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚƚŚĞtĂƌ ? ?ŝŶPeter Warwick, ed., The South African War. The Anglo-Boer 
War, 1899-1902 (Harlow: Longman, 1980), pp. 186-209. 
12 dŝŵdƌĂǀĞƌƐ ? ‘dŚĞ,ŝĚĚĞŶƌŵǇ P^ƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂůWƌŽďůĞŵƐŝn the British Officers Corps, 1900- ? ? ? ? ? ?Journal of 
Contemporary History, 17/3 (July 1982), pp. 523-544. 
13 Daily Telegraph, 28 September 1888. For readers of the Daily Telegraph at the end of the nineteenth 
ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ ? ‘ĨŽŽƚďĂůů ?ŵĞĂŶƚƌƵŐďǇƵŶŝŽŶ ? 
28 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
14 Brian SƚŽĚĚĂƌƚ ? ‘^ƉŽƌƚ ?ƵůƚƵƌĂů/ŵƉĞƌŝĂůŝƐŵ ?ĂŶĚŽůŽŶŝĂůZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞŝ ƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚŵƉŝƌĞ ? ?Comparative 
Studies in Society and History, 30/4 (October 1988), pp. 658-9. Unsurprisingly, colonial administrators took 
great care in selecting the indigenous groups who were deemed suitable to be in receipt of this sporting 
cultural transmission. Thus, participation in organised games was, as Stoddart notes, generally restricted to 
 ‘ůŽĐĂůƐŽĐŝĂů ?ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐĂŶĚƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂůĞůŝƚĞƐǁŚŽƐƵďƐĐƌŝďĞĚĨƵůůǇƚŽƌŝƚŝƐŚƉŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚŝĞƐŽĨƐƉŽƌƚ ? ?^ƚŽĚĚĂƌƚ ?
 ‘^ƉŽƌƚ ?ƵůƚƵƌĂů/ŵƉĞƌŝĂůŝƐŵ ?ĂŶĚŽůŽŶŝĂůZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ ? ?Ɖ ? ? ? ? ? 
15 :ĂŵĞƐƌĂĚůĞǇ ? ‘dŚĞD ?^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚŵƉŝƌĞ PĂƉŽƌƚƌĂŝƚŽĨĐƌŝĐŬĞƚ ?ƐƌƵůŝŶŐďŽĚǇ ? ? ? ? ?-  ? ? ? ?International 
Journal of the History of Sport, 17/1 (1990), pp. 3-22. Harris, a former Governor of Bombay (1890-1895), 
became president of the MCC in 1895. Hawke, who captained Yorkshire in England in the 1890s, was an 
influential committee member at MCC throughout the late Victorian and Edwardian period, eventually 
becoming president in 1914. 
16 Quoted in James D. Coldham, Lord Harris (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1983), p. 109. 
17 Mangan, The Cultural Bond, p. 2 
18 ,ĞŶƌǇEĞǁďŽůƚ ?ƐVitai Lampada was first published in Admirals All in 1897. 
19 The war cost Britain £200 million with 22,000 British and imperial troops dying. Thomas Pakenham, The Boer 
War (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1979), p. 572. 
20 Black Week was the name given to the period covering the three defeats of Stormberg, Magersfontein and 
Colenso, all of which occurred between 10 and 15 December 1899. 
21 Tony Mason and Eliza Riedi, Sport and the Military: the British Armed Forces, 1880-1960 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2010), p. 2 
22 Spencer Jones, From Boer War to Great War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Norman, OK: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2012); Stephen Badsey, Doctrine and Reform in the British Cavalry 1880-1918 
(Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing, 2008); Bowman and Connelly, The Edwardian Army: Manning. 
23 For example Edward Spiers, The Army and Society 1815-1914 (London: Longman, 1980), pp. 60-83. 
24 Campbell,  ‘ ‘ ?dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚŝƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌ ? ? ?, p. 52. 
25 Anthony Bateman, Cricket, Literature and Culture: Symbolising the Nation, Destabilising the Empire 
(Farnham: Ashgate, 2009), p. 42. 
26 Wray VĂŵƉůĞǁ ? ‘ǆƉůŽĚŝŶŐƚŚĞDǇƚŚƐŽĨ^ƉŽƌƚĂŶĚƚŚĞ'ƌĞĂƚtĂƌ P&ŝƌƐƚ^ĂůǀŽ ? ?International Journal of the 
History of Sport 31/18 (2014), pp. 2297-2312. 
27 Mason and Riedi, Sport and the Military, pp. 38-42. 
28 ^ƚĞƉŚĞŶĂĚƐĞǇ ? ‘dŚĞŽĞƌtĂƌĂƐĂDĞĚŝĂtĂƌ ?, in P. Dennis and J. Grey, eds, The Boer War: Army Nation 
and Empire (Canberra: Army History Unit, 1999), pp. 70-83. 
29 Mike Huggins, The Victorians and Sport (London: Hambledon Continuum, 2004), p. 152. 
30 dŽŶǇDĂƐŽŶ ? ‘/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ ?, in Mason, ed., Sport in Britain: A Social History (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1989), p. 3. 
31 The Times, 17 June 1895. 
32 Glenn R. WiůŬŝŶƐŽŶ ? ‘ ‘ ?dŚĞůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐŽĨtĂƌ ? PdŚĞĞƉŝĐƚŝŽŶŽĨDŝůŝƚĂƌǇ&ŽƌĐĞŝŶĚǁĂƌĚŝĂŶEĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐ ? ?
Journal of Contemporary History 3/1 (January 1998), pp. 97-115; >ůŽǇĚ ?ƐtĞĞŬůǇEĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ, 28 January 1900.  
33 Dean Allen,  ‘ ‘ ?ĂƚƐĂŶĚĂǇŽŶĞƚƐ ?: Cricket and the Anglo-Boer War, 1899- ? ? ? ? ? ?Sport in History 25/1 (2005), 
pp. 31-32. See also Campbell,  ‘ ?Training ĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚŝƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌ ? ?, pp. 21-22.  
34 WŝůŬŝŶƐŽŶ ? ‘ ?ůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐŽĨtĂƌ ? ?, pp. 97-99. 
35 Krebs, Gender, Race and the Writing of Empire, pp. 143-178. 
36 Manchester Guardian, 29 March 1900; 28 December 1899. 
37 Observer, 4 February 1900. 
38 Manchester Guardian 27 December 1899; 2 January 1900; 1 January 1900. 
39 Julian Ralph, Towards Pretoria: a record of the war between Briton and Boer to the hoisting of the British flag 
in Bloemfontein (London: C. Arthur Pearson Ltd., 1900), p. 249. 
40 Manchester Guardian, 9 November 1899. 
41 The Times, 27 February 1900. By the following month the Boers had clearly relented. The Times noted on 20 
DĂƌĐŚ ? ? ? ?ƚŚĂƚ ? ‘^ƵŶĚĂǇ ?ĂƐƵƐƵĂů ?ǁĂƐŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚĂƐĂĚĂǇŽĨƚƌƵĐĞ ? ? Adding, with not a little relish one 
ŝŵĂŐŝŶĞƐ ? ‘ƌŝĐŬĞƚǁĂƐƉůĂǇĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƌĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶŐƌŽƵŶĚ ? ? The Times, 6 April 1900. 
42 Manchester Guardian, 1 January 1900. 
29 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
43 H. W. Wilson, With the Flag to Pretoria: A History of the Boer War of 1899-1900 Volume II (London: 
,ĂƌŵƐǁŽƌƚŚƌŽƐ ? ? ? ? ? ? ) ?Ɖ ? ? ? ? ?EŽƚǁŝƚŚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŚŝƐĂĚŵŝƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚƐŽůĚŝĞƌ ?ƐƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐƉůƵĐŬ ?Wilson, 
assistant editor of the Daily Mail, was not one to equate war and sport. In volume I of With the Flag to Pretoria 
ŚĞŚĂĚŶŽƚĞĚƚŚĂƚŽŶƚŚĞŵĂƌĐŚƚŽĞůŵŽŶƚŝŶEŽǀĞŵďĞƌ ? ? ? ?>ŽƌĚDĞƚŚƵĞŶ ?ƐŵĞŶ ‘ǁĞƌĞƚŽůĞĂƌŶǁŚĂƚǁĂƌ
was. It was not play. It was not pleasure. It was not sport under the greenwood tree, but a savage encounter 
ǁŝƚŚĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƚĞĂĚǀĞƌƐĂƌŝĞƐ ?ǁŚŽĚĞĂůƚĚĞĂƚŚĂŶĚŐƌŝĞǀŽƵƐǁŽƵŶĚƐǁŝƚŚŝŵƉĂƌƚŝĂůŚĂŶĚƐ ? ?tŝůƐŽŶ ?With the Flag 
to Pretoria, p. 138. 
44 Dean Allen,  ‘ŶŐůĂŶĚ ?Ɛ “ŐŽůĚĞŶĂŐĞ ?: imperial cƌŝĐŬĞƚĂŶĚůĂƚĞsŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?Sport in Society: Cultures, 
Commerce, Media, Politics 15/2 (March 2012), pp. 209-226.  
45 Manchester Guardian, 18 January 1900. 
46 Observer, 27 December 1899. 
47 Tim Jeal, Baden-Powell: Founder of the Boy Scouts (London: Hutchinson, 1989), p. 289. 
48 Daily Graphic, 19 May 1900. 
49 Manchester Guardian, 13 September 1900.  
50 The Times, 17 June 1902. Conan Doyle, a keen cricketer, played ten first class matches for MCC. Christopher 
Redmond, Sherlock Holmes Handbook 2nd edition (Toronto: Dundurn, 2009), pp. 116-117. 
51 EŝŐĞů^ƉŝǀĞǇ ? ‘tĂůƐƚŽŶ ?^ŝƌŚĂƌůĞƐ ? ? ? ? ?- ? ? ? ? ) ? ? in H. C. G. Matthews and Brian Harrison, eds, Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2004); online edition, Lawrence Goldman, 
ed., May 2008, http://www.oxorddnb.com/article/48709. Waldstein changed his name to Walston in the 
aftermath of the First World War. 
52 The Times, 16 January 1902. 
53 The Times, 16 January 1902. 
54 Malcolm Tozer ? ‘ƌŝĐŬĞƚ ?^ĐŚŽŽůĂŶĚŵƉŝƌĞ P ?t ?,ŽƌŶƵŶŐĂŶĚŚŝƐzŽƵŶŐ'ƵĂƌĚ ? ?International Journal of 
the History of Sport 6/2 (1989), pp. 156-171.  
55 The Spectator, 18 May 1899, p. 20. 
56 E. W. Hornung, Mr. Justice Raffles  ?EĞǁzŽƌŬ PŚĂƌůĞƐ^ĐƌŝďŶĞƌ ?Ɛ^ŽŶƐ ? ? ? ? ? ) ?p. 17. 
57 The second volume of stories, The Black Mask ǁĂƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚŝŶ ? ? ? ? ?ƚŚĞĨŝŶĂůƐƚŽƌǇďĞŝŶŐ ‘dŚĞ<ŶĞĞƐŽĨƚŚĞ
'ŽĚƐ ? ?
58 Hornung, Mr. Justice Raffles, p. 16; p. 56. 
59 For more on the Bond see Fransjohan Pretorius, Historical Dictionary of the Anglo-Boer War (Lanham: 
Scarecrow Press, 2009), pp. 3-4. 
60 The Times, 12 April 1900. The Liberal leader, Henry Campbell-ĂŶŶĞƌŵĂŶǁĂƐŶŽƚĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞĚďǇŽƌŵĞƌ ?Ɛ
line of reasoning. In a reply published in The Times ƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐǁĞĞŬ ?ŚĞŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚƚŚĂƚ ? ‘Dƌ ?,ŽĨŵĞǇƌ ?ƐůŽǇĂůƚǇ
ŵƵƐƚďĞŐĂƵŐĞĚďǇŚŝƐĂĐƚŝŽŶƐ ?ŶŽƚďǇŚŝƐĞŵŽƚŝŽŶƐŽŶEĞǁůĂŶĚƐƌŝĐŬĞƚ'ƌŽƵŶĚ ? ?The Times, 17 April 1900. 
61 Manchester Guardian, 4 September 1900. That the Manchester Guardian should take issue with anti-Bond 
sentiments was hardly surprising given its unswerving pro-Boer stance. ^ĞĞD ?,ĂŵƉƚŽŶ ? ‘The Press, 
Patriotism and Public Discussion: C. P. Scott, the Manchester Guardian, and the Boer War, 1899- ? ? ? ? ? ?
Historical Journal, vol. 44, No. 1, (March 2001), pp. 177-197. 
62 Manchester Guardian, 14 JaŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ?ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǁĂƌ ?ZŝŵŝŶŐƚŽŶŚĂĚĐŽŵĞƚŽƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ ?ƐĂƚƚĞŶƚŝŽŶĂƐƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌŽĨZŝŵŝŶŐƚŽŶ ?Ɛ'ƵŝĚĞƐ ?ĂŶŝƌƌĞŐƵůĂƌĐĂǀĂůƌǇƵŶŝƚ ?ĚŝƐƚŝŶĐƚŝǀĞĨŽƌƚŚĞůĞŽƉĂƌĚƐŬŝŶďĂŶĚƐƚŚĞǇǁŽƌĞ
on their slouch hats. Before that Rimington had been chiefly known for his prowess on the polo field, as 
evidenced by that well-established Victorian seal of approval, a G. A. Fothergill lithograph in Vanity Fair, in 
which he was portrayed in full polo gear. 
63 Mason and Riedi, Sport and the Military, pp. 67-69 
64 Manchester Guardian, 11 April 1900. 
65 Arthur Conan Doyle, The Great Boer War (London: Smith Elder and Co, 1900), p. 434. 
66 ĚǁĂƌĚ^ƉŝĞƌƐ ? ‘The British Cavalry 1902-1914 ?, Journal of the Society of Army Historical Research, 57/230 
(1979), pp. 72-73. 
67 Mason and Riedi, Sport and the Military, pp. 60-65. 
68 The Times, 14 February 1900. 
69 The Times, 15 February 1900; Heather Streets, Martial Races: the Military, Race and Masculinity in British 
Imperial Culture, 1857-1914 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2004), pp. 106-108. 
70 The Times, 22 February 1900. 
30 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
71 ^ƚĞƉŚĞŶĂĚƐĞǇ ? ‘The Boer War (1899-1902) and British Cavalry Doctrine: A Re-ĞǀĂůƵĂƚŝŽŶ ? ?Journal of 
Military History 71/1 (2006), pp. 75-97. 
72 dŝŵdƌĂǀĞƌƐ ? ‘dŚĞ,ŝĚĚĞŶƌŵǇ P^ƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂůWƌŽďůĞŵƐŝŶƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚKfficer Corps, 1900- ? ? ? ? ? ?Journal of 
Contemporary History 17 (1982), pp. 523-44. In the aftermath of the war, despite the Committee on the 
Education and Training of Army Officers recommending that inter-regimental polo tournaments should be 
banned, Field Marshal Frederick Roberts, by then commander-in chief of the forces and a great advocate of 
equestrian sport, permitted the 1903 season to proceed with only a few minor revisions. Mason and Riedi, 
Sport and the Military, pp. 74-76.   
73 Manchester Guardian, 19 December 1899. 
74 Observer, 15 February 1900. 
75 The Times, 18 August 1900. 
76 W. E. Cairns, An Absent-Minded War: being some reflections on our reverses and the causes which have led 
to them (London: John Milne, 1900), p. 32. 
77 Cairns, An Absent-Minded War, p. 37. 
78 The Spectator, 1 September 1900. 
79 The Times, 29 December 1900. Perhaps unsurprisingly given its content, Cairns chose to withhold his name 
when An Absent-Minded War was published.  
80 The Times, 4 January 1901. 
81 Leopold Amery, The Times History of the War in South Africa, Volume II (London: Sampson Low, 1902), p. 36. 
82 Sir Neill Malcolm, The Science of War: a collection of essays and lectures 1892-1903 by the late Colonel G. F. 
R. Henderson CB (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1912), p. 407.    
83 Anonymous, A Handbook of the Boer War, (London and Aldershot, Gale and Polden Ltd., 1910), p. 26. 
84 Anonymous, Handbook of the Boer War, p. 33. 
85 The Times, 7 January 1902. 
86 Huggins, The Victorians and Sport, pp. 14-15; Holt, Sport and the British, pp. 144-147.  
87 The Times, 17 June 1902.  
88 The Times, 4 January 1902. 
89 Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1901. 
90 P. T. Ross, zĞŽŵĂŶ ?Ɛ>ĞƚƚĞƌƐ (London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent, 1901), p. 109. 
91 : ?D ?^ƚĂŶŝĨŽƌƚŚ ? ‘ZŽƵŶĚŝŶ&ĂǀŽƵƌŽĨ<ƌƵŐĞƌ ? ?Western Mail, 12 December 1899. 
92 Punch, 15 May 1901. Bittereinders was the name given to Boers who fought on until peace was signed in 
May 1902. 
93 The Times, 29 May 1901. 
94 Manchester Guardian, 11 September 1901. 
95 Anonymous, Handbook of the Boer War, p. 32. 
96 Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1901. 
97 Andre Wessels, Lord Kitchener and the War in South Africa, 1899-1902, (Stroud: Sutton Publishing Ltd., 
2006), p. 111; p. 153. 
98 ZƵĚǇĂƌĚ<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ? ‘dŚĞ/ƐůĂŶĚĞƌƐ ? ?The Times ? ?:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ?&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŽŶ<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ?ƐĚŝslike of sport see William 
B. Dillingham, Rudyard Kipling: Hell and Heroism (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), pp. 207-208. 
99 The Times, 4 January 1902. Although participation in organised games was not compulsory, the army 
leadership, as J. D. Campbell hĂƐŶŽƚĞĚ ?ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞĚƐƉŽƌƚŝŶŐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ ‘ŽĨƚĞŶƚŽƚŚĞƉŽŝŶƚŽĨ ĐŽĞƌĐŝŽŶ ? ?ĂŵƉďĞůů ?
 ‘ ?dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƐƉŽƌƚŝƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌ ? ? ?Ɖ ? ? ? ? 
100 Krebs, Gender, Race, and the Writing of Empire, pp. 160-162. 
101 Observer, 5 January 1902. 
102 Bill Mallon and Ian Buchanan, The 1908 Olympic Games (Jefferson NC: McFarland and Co., 2000), p. 7. 
103 The Times, 9 January 1902. 
104 Manchester Guardian ? ? ?:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ?dŚĞĐůŽƚŚŝŶŐĨŝƌŵ:ĂĞŐĞƌĂůƐŽĨĞůƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞƚŽ<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ?Ɛ
ĐŚĂƌŐĞůĂǇŝŶƚŚĞƐŚŽŽƚŝŶŐƌĂŶŐĞ ?Ɛ ‘ĂƋƵŝĞƚĂŶƐǁĞƌƚŽDƌ<ŝƉůŝŶŐ ?ƐdŚĞ/ƐůĂŶĚĞƌƐ ?, it was noted in the 
Manchester Guardian, the firm set up for its employees a rifle range at Lower Sydenham. Manchester 
Guardian, 4 August 1902.   
105 Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1902. 
106 The Times, 6 January 1902.  
31 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
107 J. A. Mangan, The Games Ethic and Imperialism: Aspects of Diffusion of an Ideal (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 
1986), pp. 25-27. 
108 , ?, ?ůŵŽŶĚ ? ‘dŚĞƌĞĞĚŽĨDĂŶ ? ?The Nineteenth Century 48 (October 1900), pp. 656-669. 
109 The Times, 9 January 1902. Golf, which by the early twentieth century had become the game of the aspiring 
middle-class, was regarded with disdain by many contemporary social commentators. Playing the game 
obsessively had, they argued, accelerated the fall in the moral fibre of the nation as evidenced by the reverses 
of the Boer War. See Mason, Sport in Britain, p. 190. ůŵŽŶĚ ?ƐĚŝƐƚĂƐƚĞĨŽƌĐƌŝĐŬĞƚĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚŽŶůǇƚŽƚŚĞ
 ‘ŵŽĚĞƌŶŐĂŵĞ ? ?ďǇǁŚŝĐŚŚĞŵĞĂŶƚƚŚĞƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůŐĂŵĞ ?, ǁĂƐ ?ŝŶĨĂĐƚ ?ĂŐƌĞĂƚĂĚŵŝƌĞƌŽĨ ?ĂŶĚŬĞĞŶ
participant in, the amateur game. Robert Mackenzie, Almond of Loretto (London: A. Constable and Company, 
1906), pp. 201-202.      
110 Mason and Riedi, Sport and the Military, pp. 61-65. 
111 ŽůŝŶsĞŝƚĐŚ ? ‘ ?PlaǇhƉ ?WůĂǇhƉ ?ŶĚtŝŶƚŚĞtĂƌ ? ?Football, the Nation and the First World War 1914-
 ? ? ? ? ?, Journal of Contemporary History 20/3 (July 1985), pp. 363-378; Christopher Sandford, The Final Over: 
the Cricketers of Summer 1914, (Stroud: Spellmont, 2014). 
112 ^ŝŵŽŶ:ŽŚŶ ? ‘ ?A Different Kind of TĞƐƚDĂƚĐŚ ?: Cricket, English Society and the First WŽƌůĚtĂƌ ? ?Sport in 
History 33/1 (March 2013), pp. 19-48. 
